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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Protecting victims and the witnesses to the crime/s done against them should be a top
priority. The risks that these people are exposed to in the process of administrating justice leads to
them being intimidated into submission by those who have done them wrong or worse, harmed in
some way or form to discourage them from téstifying freely and truthfully. Justice then becomes a

blunted weapon, offenders go away scot-free, and victims are left with nothing, but unaddressed
grievances.

The success of prosecuting criminal cases rely heavily on the collection of concrete,
unfalsifiable evidence provided in large part by victim and witness accounts of the crime. Specific
measures must be put in place, so that victims and witnesses are afforded greater protection. This
proposed measure aims to protect the confidentiality of victim’s and witnesses’ address and

telephone number during trials or hearings in criminal prosecutions.

-
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AN ACT
PROTECTING THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE VICTIM’S AND WITNESS’
ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER DURING A TRIAL OR HEARING RELATED
TO A CRIMINAL PROSECUTION

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress
assembled,

SECTION 1. Short Title.—This Act shall be known as the “Witness Confidentiality Act of
2018

SEC. 2. Confidentiality of Information in Open Court—During a trial or hearing related to
a criminal prosecution, the court shall require that the residence address, telephone number, place of
business name, address and telephone number of any victim of or witness to the crime shall not be
disclosed in open court, and that such victim or witness shall not be required to provide the
residence or place of business name, address, or telephone number of any victim or witness to the
crime in response to defense or prosecution questioning, unless the court determines that there is a
clear need for such disclosure because the information is necessary and relevant to the facts of the
case or to the credibility of the witness.

The burden to establish the need and relevance for such disclosure shall be on the defense or
the party seeking disclosure.

SEC. 3. Repealing Clause—All laws, decrees, executive orders or parts thereof
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act is hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SEC. 4. Separability Clause.—If any part or provision of this Act is declared invalid or
unconstitutional, the other parts not otherwise affected shall remain in full effect and force.

SEC. 5. Effectivity.—This Act shall take effect fifteen days after its publication in the
Official Gazette or in at least two newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,



