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HOUSE BILL NO 3_5i5

Introduced by REP. ROMAN T. ROMULO
Lone District, Pasig City

AN ACT
PENALIZINC ANY PEISON PROVIDING OR POSSESSING
CONTRABAND AND THOsE WHO SHALL AID OR ABET THE
INTRODUCTION OF THE A M INSIDE ANY PRISON FACILITY
ADMINISTERED BY THI. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, PROVIDING
PENALTIES THEREF DRE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EAPILANATORY NOTE

Despite existing r¢gilciims prohibiung the trade and possession of
contrabands in our dftert coircotional facilities, the menacing activity of
contraband hoarding and the sceiming inepuitude of prison authorities to put an
end to this activity still p.ague ou penal syswom.

The series of ra‘'cs corfucied by the Dizpartment of Justice together with
the agents of the Nationa! Fureiu of Inoestization and the officers of the
Bureau of Correction: R (rr) the Philinpine National Police, and the
Philippine Drug Enforcemert / cency proved that the New Bilibid Prison has
become a hub of cosiivu v oalin T December 2014, authorities
uncovered a cache of high-po 2o rearme and cash in the felons® quarters.
Convicts, particularly hich-nrotil= drig dezl=rs. also enjoy some amenities of
private individuals like sv-conditioned rooms with TV sets, Wi-Fi,
refrigerators, Jacuzzis and sauna, hi-tech entertainment systems, concert
equipment, aquariums, bar and kaichen and back-up power generators. They
also sported pricey wartches. hac wacs of cash in their pockets, as if they were
living in plush subdivisions ana not in the national penitentiary.

Another publicized il 0 November of 2015 revealed similar results
wherein guns, bladed we pors luvurv lem:, and substantial amounts of



money were found in the pu.sciiion of iumates. The most recent raid
conducted by the authorities last May stil! proved that contrabands are still
rampant inside our national rerientizry. It would then seem that the so-called
“OplanGalugad” of the But'or Lad not prevented the proliferation of these
contraband items insice our pricons.

The supposed heavy consirainis and policing, stringent inspection, and
eminent police presence inside the national enitentiary proved not to deter the
temerity and boldness of inm=tes in hoarding, using and generating lots of
money in contrabands

The seeming continued proliteration of contraband in prison is an
appalling show of contemnt 0 ~ur instice svstem, whose main purpose is to
reform and rehabilitate inmaies ©r their evertual return to society. A convicted
criminal resists reformation wh - he 1s still exposed to the very objects that had
caused his incarcerstion. Inieec 1 would be difficult for an inmate to feel
some remorse considering tha: e stll has the comforts of home even when he
is behind bars.

This proposal. natiermed aiter Title 1%, Part I Chapter 87 of the U.S.
Code Series of 1791. aims to nut a stop to the shenanigans happening inside
our prison facility by penalizing ‘hose who would provide, assist, aid or abet in
the introduction of anv protunit = chiect or contraband inside a prison facility,
along with the inmate who rniates, possesses or obtains or attempts to make or
obtain the same inside the prison facility; and imposing a stiff penalty for its
commission.

A stiff penalty 15 1=c0 r2 0 this circuinstance in order to instill fear and
be an effective deterrence 1o ficse contemplating of doing this crime in the
future. More imporiont, @id penaity applies as well to government
officials or employeces who ¢oera = or co-ont with the inmate or other private
persons involved there .

Not only wil! the 2over ent officials 2nd employees suffer the same
penalty, they shal! [ivowis: o fer the additional punishment of perpetual
absolute disqualificat’on G0+ nlding 2 ~ublic office and forfeiture of all
retirement benefits nd all acoried cave credits Thus, these people will have
to rethink of getting involved i1 (b2 said crime or desist from doing it.

It is for this purpose that ‘I'e approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

ROMAN T. ROMULO
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RHOUSE BILL NO. 3555

Introduced by P EP, ROMAN T, ROMULO
Lone District, Pasig City

AN ACT
PENALIZI™CG CNY P00 "ROVIDING OR POSSESSING
CONTRABAND ANL Clrw VIO SHALL AID OR ABET THE
INTRODUCTION O T8 © AME INSIDE ANY PRISON FACILITY
ADMINISTERED BY THL ULPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, PROVIDING
PENALTIES THERETORE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Sencie iod ine HHouse of Representatives of the Philippines

in Congress assembled. ’
1 SECTION 1. Tide 70 c ‘ot shzll be known as the “Anti-Contraband in
2 Prison Act of 2019”.
3
4 SECTION 2. Deciaraton o) Policy. - he maintenance of peace and order, the
5  protection of life, liberty =na ron-v. « a0 the promotion of the general welfare are

6 essential for the enjoymont by o' e people of the blessings of democracy. To
7 implement this policy he “ate 5 andated 1o epact laws aimed at achieving a just
8 and orderly society go ¢ o 1o o0 tregalatons made applicable to all and not
9 just to a chosen few Recent oo ciions in ous penal facilities including the New
10  Bilibid Prisons show th2t «oin o 00 oo corceraood in our penal institutions continue
11 to enjoy the luxuries they wers ac veromed 1o while they were outside the prison

12 compound. To remedv this <e-~ o« inec ity and to truly implement the thrust of one



of the five pillars of our justice = s o meclioisin for the effective implementation
of the goal of the said piliars 1 ¢ clormation, should be instituted. Towards this end,
the State shall strictly ronior « ~¢late the ingress/egress of any person in any
prison facility and provide e wppropiiate sanction to be imposed on any person

found to be violating the r.lcs sct foh herein,

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

31

SECTION 3. Defiiiiion of Jerres. As ased in this section:

(1) “Person” sh2!l ~=ier -l “ersors and shall include private individuals
as well as government/vobhic official or employee in cahoots with the
»

prisoner;
(2) “Prison” means » corr-ctional detention or penal facility or any prison,
institution. or facility nncer the control and supervision of the Department

of Justice (IDOJ) in whic!h persons are held in custody for violation of law

or commission of a fclon:

(3) “Firearms” “Ammunition” and “Fxplosive or Incendiary Device” shall
have the saie meaning s that provided for in accordance with Republic
Act 10591. othervise ‘nown as the “Comprehensive Firearms and
Ammunition Regulations Act” and Section 3 of Presidential Decree 1866

as amended by Ferublic Acis 8294 ond 9516;

(4) “Dangerous [)rugs st nave the same meaning as that provided for in
Republic Act 9165, othenwvise known as the “Comprehensive Dangerous
Drugs Act of ~J02 auo 2. other illegal substances prohibited therein
including but not imitea o Lestasy, Methamphetamine Hydrochloride or
Shabu and other drugs nroducing similar effects;

(5) “Prohibited /> o o raband’” mzans —
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(A) a firearm, incendiary device or dangerous drugs as defined herein;

(B) ammunition, wespcr or an obicot that is designed or intended to be |
used as a weupon o (o facilitute the detained persons escape from
prison;

(C) any alcoholic or intox cating beverage;,

(D) any monev whether Philippine or Foreign denominated currency;

(E) a cell phone 'aptop ~omputer. s-cessories thereof, or any device used
for purposes of communicating with the outside world for commercial
purposes inciudin il jammers to prevent the authorities from
determining their use of the aforementioned devices;

(F) luxury items such as but not limited to electronic devices, jewelry or
any other objects of such nature that should otherwise not be found
inside the peral insuf tion; and

(G) any other ohiect that threatens the order, discipline, or security of a,

prison, or the [ife hea'th. or saferv of an individual detained therein.

SECTION 4. Eegistration ¥ equirement. All persons desiring to visit his/her
relative detained in anv prizon faciitv shall before or during the actual visit, prepare
and accomplish before anv ~ricon ofhcal in charce of manning the entrance of the

said facility a registration form which shall contain the following information:

(a) Full name and complete o dress of the visitor who shall be accompanied by
any of the following document:. to wit:

A Valid Idenufication Card with photograph;

A Valid Passport:

Driver’s License; ’
Social Security System Tdentificarion Card;

Company Identification Carc

Governmiznt Service insurance System identification card;

Voter’s Identificaton Uard AT

GO " =1 Oy thl e e

Senior’s Citizen (ar
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9. School Identification Card;

10. National e

(b) His/her relations "7 1o F

(c) The things o1 obe

(d) Unless related

>

y thha

purpose of s=id visit

i L ar

: D

."\.

or

erson to be visited;

s bringing to the person to be visited; and

wred persco or the latter’s counsel of record, the

SECTION 5. Frofibited Acis. Any person who commits any of the following

prohibited acts shall be wurishec

ceordance with the preceding section —

(A) In violation of any law or

thereto or any mles

anv rules and regulations issued in relation

“ne! ~=gulations ‘'mplemented by prison authorities of

the penal facilir/. provides to an inmare of a prison any prohibited objects

or contraband, or attempis to do so; or

(B) Assists, aids or zhets 1 the orocurement by an inmate of the prohibited

objects or contraband defined herein: or

(C) Being an inmare ol a prison makes, possesses or obtains, or attempts to

make or obtain 2 prohicied obiect or contraband

SECTION 6. Feawl Foonisions. (a) For Failure to Comply with the

shall suffer the penalty !

I

fine of One Thousand Fesos (P1.000):

(b) For violation of “eoc
Twenty Years and One Dy (7

Any person who shall commit a violation of Sec. 4 hereof

angine from one (1) day to five (5) days or a

"he penalty of imprisonment ranging from

iav) 10 Forty Years (40 years) and a fine of

»
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Ten Million Pesos (P10 001,

00007 17 the prolit t=d object or contraband involved is

covered by Section 3 (5 (a)b).

If the prohibiied object or contraband involved is other than the

abovementioned, the p-ri',

hall be six years and one day (6 years, 1 day) to twelve

years (12 years) and z fine of one mullion pesos (P1,000,000.00). These penalties

shall be served consecutively after the service of sentence imposed by the court on the

possession of the proh hic

bject

(¢c) For violation o1

I contrabhanc

© 2 . The penalty of imprisonment ranging from

Twelve Years and One Dav (12 vez . [ day) to ['wenty Years (20 years) and a fine of

Five Million Pesos (P< (010 (0 ¢

the prohioited object or contraband is covered

by Sec 3(S)a)b). Otherwise. the nenalty shall be six years and one day (6 years, 1
day) to twelve years (12 years) and 2 “ne of one million pesos (P1,000,000.00).

(d) For violaticr & -
Twenty Years and One Day (20 vears, 1 day) to Forty Years (40 years) and a fine of

-~ R

). The penalty of imprisonment ranging from

Ten Million Pesos (P10.000.000.001 # the prohibit=d object or contraband is covered

by Sec 3(5)(a)b). Otherwise. the penalty shall be six years and one day (6 years, 1
day) to twelve years (12 vears) and o fine of one million pesos (P1,000,000.00) The
said penalty shall be in =ddiiion o the original penalty to which the inmate was

sentenced to serve.

If the offender is a pubiic officizl or employee, he shall, in addition to the

penalties herein provided.

disqualification from holding pu-

ol §)

Ter e addivoral penalty of absolute perpetual

iice and the forfeiture of all his retirement

benefits and accrued leave credits,

SECTION 7. [.apleies
from the approval of th« ot 0

and Local Government ('«

g Mwmes an Regulations. Within sixty (60) days
J i coorcinaton with the Department of Interior

- the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BIMP)

-
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and the Bureau of Correciions (5

to implement its provisions

SECTION 8. Separabilis

section of this Act shall b= -1 1

or sections hereof which are nor at

effect.

SECTION 9. “ffocsiviy.

the completion of its ~ “licancr

newspaper of general circula: on

Adopted,

~ . 2 »
or) snall issue the necessary rules and regulations

Clawse. - It for any reason, any provision or

“¢ unconstiiutional or invalid, the other provisions

cted therebv shall continue to be in full force and

75 Acet shall take effect fifteen (15) days after

7 the Officiz! Gazette or in at least two (2)



