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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPURPOSE GYM IN ALL
MUNICIPALITIES AND CITIES TO SERVE AS EVACUATION CENTER DURING
TIMES OF CALAMITY OR DISASTER AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS

THEREFOR
Explanatory Note

Sepnols have traditionally been utilized as cefautt evacuation centers in fimes
nf calamitics, disasters, conflicis, and cmergentiss. Schools however, are not well
equipped to accommodate Qvatu2es SIHCE these lack the necessary facilitios fo
displaced famibies.

The use of schools a5 evacuation centers for displaced famikes also gives rise
ro another group of displaced individuals: the students. The education of children is
severely affectad when fanuiies canndt immediately vacate schoal pramsses because
therr houses have aot yet been repared or recenstructed. Thiz relegates students to
makeshift classrooms hat may not be confutve 1o ipaimung, Moreover, ds COst can
tawe away from the meager budqget what rould Be better ubilized for more permanent
solutions to problems brought about by disasters,

The construction of mulinurposa ayms i tne cauntry's 3,388 municipalities
and 14G cities! nationende will be & parmanent recourse for evacuation i tmes of
calamities and nawirat of man-made disasters. The gym must he able to withstand
typhnons, earthquakes and other disasters. it must be designed to have space that

can be uscd fAexibly for sonial activities, sporing events, and gs sleemng QUEniarns
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dunng the evacuguon. The Mullipurpose gy must e well-ventiiated, able to
accommaodate large groups of people, and must have amplc bathing anc canitoabon
Facilities, When not in use as @ refuge cenier, & e muthpul pose gy, which should be
1 2 location where people and cmergendy 125t norsunnel can easily arcess, Con be
3 ctorehouse for disaster rescue equUIpment and emErgancy SURDHSS.

With the reality af stronad typhaons brought gboudt Ly cimate change and the

-

neographical location of the Country mzkmg 4 e eghth most disaster-prong

country’, se2King temporary solutions 1o the & splarement of Tamilies by using schnals
ag ovacuanion centers must be stopped. There should e 7o tradeoft betweern

protecting fives and the education of studerts. A better and more permanent fachiy

must be made avalabie 10 people in imes of emergencies.

srnastly sougnl.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of e Philippines i

(onaress assembled:

Saction |, Short Titie. — This Act shall be known a3 the “Multipurpose Gym in

-1 B B s G T £
3l Muanicipaities ang Cties ACT

i

Soc. 2 Dedaraton of Policy. - T shall pe the pohdy of the State lo protec the
people s nght o fife and progerty, anc o promnee thorr gaperal walfarz, Towards 1his
end, the State, in cognizance of the vutneratbility of the Philippruzs (o calaniiies and
dicasters, shall prowde for e constronnion of e msitipuIpoEe gyn n evary
municipaity and Gty 10 senve normanly a5 refuge for displaces families i times nf
caiaimities and disasters.

Sec 3. Construction of 3 Multipurpese Gy, - The  Departiment of  Pubha
warks and Highways (DPWH] shall arndertake the construction of @ multipuyposat gyim
in every municipality and dty theogghaout the country which shall servs as a cvic centar

and as an evacuation centar for residents duning caiamiliss and disasters: Frovdad,

by DRV H e Ccosadiniation

That any such ZORSTLLLI s based ot g program prenarnc

with a represeniative of the mumapaily ana City concermen. Frowded, forthien, That

the muncipal ar ¢ty mayuor shall Do furmsned wath the parlinent dowumients, data and

formation before amy construction shail commenta! Provected, finally, That Local



Government Units (LGUs) may incluce in their respective local mfrastructure program

the construcion of a muipul DOsSe OYIm.

Sac. 4. Construction Prioritv. — The DPWH shall give construction prionty to

shird to Sixth €ass municipaliles, especially those locsted i disaster-prope aieas, 1he

OPWH shall coordinate with the Nat oral Disaster Risk Reduction and Manageme nit
Council and the LOUS concemed i Gelarmine W ich digaster-prone areas te pnonitize
in the construction of the fanbiy.

Priprity shall alss be given o mun cipaitizg whise resigdents vill volunteer labar
cervices for the construction theraar and for this purpose, the DPWH shall issue the
necessary guidelnes.

Se. b, Mulliow: pese Gyri Koguirements, — The following shiall ba the munimum
requiraments for every Mulbpurpose Gym that wall be establishad grider ths Act;

a. Lecation - Each location for every evatuguon center shall be determinad by
the Department of Environment and Maturat Resource < {DENR), in close coordination
yath the LGUs concarmned,

The location shall be getermined based on the foliowing critena:

1. [t must be cantrally located in the community;

31t must be at a safe distance from large traes, structurns whcle
hazardous materals are used ang stored, or high-voltage power lines:

3. It must be near a health faciiity;
4 Tr must be located o a gestechmcally statles land to avoid risk of
landshdes or exposure Lo potential landshd: of adjacent lards, and
S [t must nol be located near nulitary DAase £amps, CAMPs of msurgent
grouns, power plants, faciones, and © ather areas where the ocgqurrance
of human-induced disasters are very high.
b. Structural and Buitding Capacity — The mulupuipose gyms shall be
cnsuwructad angd designed to withstand super wyphoons and wind speeds of at least
300 kdometers per hour (300 kph) and seismue activity of al least £.0 magnitude. The
structure must be calamity-resient, Guil with sturdy mztenals, and in aca nrdance

with the specificaticns of Repunhc Act No, AS41, otherwise known as the "National



Building Code of the Philippines” ar shall be at pa with tha standards set by the
International Building Code.

The DPWH shall Be in charas of the construction of mullipurpose gyms,
including the formulation of building specificaions and shall ensure that the same are
hased on standards, issuances. and ofher guidelnes set by the CPWH, and are

smphant with the provisions of the National Builging Code. The DPWH <halt also

cnasure that the construction of such multpurpose ayms s in accordance with the
abovementioned requirements during its censtruciion phase.

Tha specificaiions of the nultipurpose gyms shall be pericdically raviewed and,
f necessary, revised by the DPWH every three (3] years.

The multipurpass gyim must at least meet the follovang parameaters

D

1 The structure must be elevatad, in such @ mannor that is safely abov
the reach of high tide storm surge level of at least ten (10) meters;
1 The structure must be o minimum of ane () meter ghove the average
3 The structure shall not be less than nine (9) meters in hetght and shall
pe dosigned in accordance with earthguake load stonda reds.

c. Amenitios and Accessiblity — The muttipurpese gym must be wel-ventifated
and shall have the capacity (¢ accommadateé large numdess af evacueas. The
multipurpese gyms shall have the folowing mirimium amendbes!

1. Floor area devaid of permanent fixtures to be used flexibly for
ascermhlies, spoits events, and as skeeping quarters for evacusas,
2. Separate shower and teilzt faoilities designated for males and femalas,
with one {1) facility for every btwenty (20) perscns;
1. Amanities to enable acorss therato hy persons with disabililics,
4, Emergency ext docrs;]
5. Food preparation areas with adequate ventilation;
. Trash and wasta searagation and collecuon areas,
7. lsolated area that can be used as a chnic or 3oiatinn zone for
potentally infectious [R1S0NS]

8. Rairvater harvesting and colleciion faciities; end
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9. Other facilities as may be prescribed by the appropriate authoribies.

Sac. &. Operation angd Management of the Multipurpose Gym. - Tie 1LGUs
corcerned shall be primaridy responsible for the operation, supervision, amnl
managzment of multinurposs gyms established ender this Act. They are also heraby
authorized to issue rules and regulations on their proper use and maintenance.

The local sanggunizo shall promulgate guidelines and procedures for the yse
and operation of the evacuation center under its Junsdiction. The guidehnes shal
prescribe rules on the utilization of the evacuation center wherod s not used as such:
Provided That the evacuation center may only be used for such other activities or
nurposes that mvolve the use of collapsible amemities and those that shall not in any
way compromisé the serviceability of the evarustion center or impade the use theresf
when a disaster occurs: Provided further, That the LGU shall impose such penalties as
may be deemed proper on the organizers of authorized activities when the
multipurpose qyms suffer any damage, defacemant, or loss during o 35 a result of
such adctivities,

The mandatory audit of mfrastructures used as evacustion cenfers shall be
conducted by the City or Municipality at least ange every year and immediately aftar
the occurrence of a hazard or disaster.

Sec. 7. Appropriations. — The amount necessary for the inwncdiate
implementation of the provisions of this Act shall be charged against the curren
appropriatians of the DPWH. Thercafter, such sum as may be necessary to carry oul
the nrovisions of this Act shall be included in the annual General Appropristions Act.

The LGUs are authorized to utilize lore! funds as may b piovided in thah
respective appropriztion ordinances for the implementation of this Act.

Sec. B, Implementing Rules amd Regulations. — Within thirty (30) days from the

ffactivity of this Act, the DPWH shall promulgate the riles and cegulations for the
effective implementation of the provisions of this Act. The impjementing rules and
requiations issued pursuant to this Act stiall take effect thirty (30) days after &2

pubiication 0 two (2) national newspapers of general circulation.
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Sac, 9. Separabiity Clause - In the ovant that any provison of this Act is
declaraed unconstitutional or nvalid, e valdity of the other provisions shall not be
affected by such declaration.

Sec. 10, Repealng Clause —All laws, decreas, orders, ruies and regulations, or
nertions thereof, inconsistant with this Act are hereby repealed, amanded or modified
accordingly.

Cor. 1. Effectivity, — This Act shall take effect tifteen {15) days following its
publicativn m at Ieast Lwe (2] nowspapers of ganeral circudation or in the Official
Gazette.

Approved,



