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Verenigue “fave” Lacson-Noel

EXPLANATORY NOTE
Oine of the unguestionable faets in this universe is that every human being came from a

aman’s womp, Childbich is one of the mest difficedt eaperiences a woman goes ihrough. A

woman experiences nine (4N monihs of sation, fnancial burden. and physical exhaustion
including the pain of the settad child birth, in veder to give life, This natarat counse is one ot ies

heatities and should theretore be a priorite tor the siate.

Howoever, in the Philippines. there is a high rate of maternal deaths which may pe aliribuicd

1o in;*:dcmamc arcess o mlwmicd lqwrmmciz‘x-c health services by women, I‘Hmd gl eleiehy

'E'l‘u. inadeguacy of the state o provide prognant women, u\pu.m i u.ldqmm- eped

women. should be a major concern for the st

A pregnant woman should be given utmost priority throughout 4 WY R HNe V) oty

1

conancy as well as the fow months aiter fabar, i1 is therefore imperative that the diffioul

should be something tat the state must give priorit ko

amd nevwhorn care by establishing birthing facilities as
to hecoeme part of the sorman heald

s biit secks o improy e muterne

[‘7
U
¥

1
wetl as I% training of raditional birth attend sasi@in.
.
:

bl scc}\_\ the developinent of tocal hes

syeilitios towards servives hat can provide
anderpriy Heged women with comprehensive care st sreessrsailemarenst nngd vew bern sund

defivery systems,

in view of the foregoing. the passage of this bill is carnestly sought.
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IReputhie of the dmbppines

House of Representatives

Balasun Hills, Queron City
Nineteentin Congress
First Regular Session

HOLSE BILL NO. 31 !fg

fvtrerdiced by Representative Florencio Gabriel »Bem™ G, Noel and Representative Josephine
Verouigque ~Jave™ Lacson-Nocl

AN ACT PROVIDBING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF MATERNAL AND
CHILDBIRTH SERVICFES BY ESTABLISHING BIRTHING CENTERS AND
TRAINING TRADITIONAL BIRTH ATTENDANTS, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFYOR

Be it enacted by he Senate and the House of Representatives of the § hilippines iy Congress

assembicd:

SECTION & Declaration of Policy. - [t is the dut of the State to protect the e of the mother
and 1he lite of the unborn from conception. Towards this end. the State shail endeavor to proyide

|
i address muaierua

quality healib interny entions and nm-u w'.mL Saciiie s A el s services s

and neonalal mo

ent sirategies io lessen the risk that continuvusiy oceur
during pregnency and Shik ot the underprivileged,

SEC. 2, Objective. Vo emphasize the government’s commitment Lo improve mzicral and pewbom
heaith interventions. this Act shail undertake the following abjectives:

a1 Ensure that all women and new boras have skilled care during pregnancy. childbiri und

e immediaie pusinatal period:
by Promote orenatal health education and safe birthing practices:

¢y lmorose the vapacity o the tocal covernment Lunits (1.GUS) w deilver the basic heaith
! i I P

L5

service defivers from amenatal w post-parium care:

di Upgrade health facifities. both i 1erms of additional human resource and infrastruciure
faeilitios suitably eguipped 1o address basic and emergency services. when necessEan:

¢} Introduce focal strategies o dnpmu mechanisms tor demand o aocess or seek vare and
health interventions in health clinics:

) Train fealth workers, including rradisional birth attendants. to defiver quality obstetriv s aind
Aewhern canesanices:

¢) Devetop inceniives w entice and promoie antenatal care b 4 Baran

(BHS). Rural Hleaith Uniti R and the District and Community Hospitals

h) Establish an effective referral and monitoring system in barangays io maoenitor maternal

and newhorn care: and



Dreplor birthing 1acilities cguipped with trained obsteiric and newbori care prosiders in

ares witcre health facilitios wre unuvailable,

SEC. 3. Scope and Coverage. - This Acl alins 10 improve maternal and newborn care by
establishii

hirthing facilitics as well as the rraining of the traditional birth atendams o becaom
part ofthe Earﬂ al liealih sy stens, 1 seeks the improvement ot local health faeilitios tovards sorvices
thai can prov ide comprehensive care inorder 1o encourage underserved or uinderprivileged somen

aceess 10 safe materpal and newbarn care delvery systems,
SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. - As used in this Act e following shall mean:

a1 Hishing Cenier - @ health facility that provides maternity service on prenatal and postnatal

cnre. soonianeous delivers and care ot newhorn babies.

Ry Neonaial Mortaiin - number of deaths within the iirst 28 days of lile pey LGOS fve births
ia oiven period,

¢} Maternal Mortality - number of women who dic from any cause retated 1o or aggravated

i7 3

Hy preghnancy or IS management during pregnuncy and childbirth or within 42 Juys ot

Wwrminatien of pregnancy.

4y Praditional Birth Awtendants { {3A~) - independent. non-formalh rained commupit
pased providers of care during pregnancs. childbirth. and postparium peried using
conventional methods,

¢} Newborn - a chilid from the time of complete delivers to 30 day s old,

Care Practitioner - refers o a phnsicion. nurse, midwite. nursing alde and
tradizional hirth anendant.

¢} Certification - a process and procedure of exiernal assessment of exdininarion by which
an individual or facility s delermined 10 possess a minimaily acceptable body of
Lnowiedee and’or shifls or the vapaciiy 10 provide the standard ot care with adeguae

TEROUTTES.

o 1ocal Heaith Board - its creation amd composition are mandated under RUAL 7ol orihe
Cocal Gosernment Code of 1991
i) Geographicaily jsolaled and Disadvaniage { Areas (GIDA) - refer 10 communilics with

marginalizad pupuimmn nhvsicatihy - and socio-economicatly  separated irom  the
mainstream societs and characterized by phy sical Tactors (distance. weather conditions.

iransportation  ditficulties) and  sovio- -cconomic  factors (i

poserny  incidenee.
recovering from situation of erisis or armed coniiict).

i} Department of Health Phy sica‘l faciiny requirement for Birthing
Administrative Order No. 2002-001 2,

cime - Annes L. DO

S S, Role ()fffrc [ ocal Governmeni Unir - The Local Health Board ot evern nrovine. il

municipality. in accordanes with (heir mandate, shall make an imventery of s existing tavt]

and snsure that healih clinies shall be compliant with DOH standards in terms of strategic location,
rastruchuie and manpower, These facilitios musi e constructed in jocations most aecessible w

women. itmust uperade existing inirastiuciures o 3 qecommodate improvements in faaiiies and
cuuipm-‘rn‘ With the support of the Departineni of “iqeahth. it shali provide techiical assistance ard

advison services in the o smtinuous rwnine of health workers of o Contract ol skitled health

sractitioners for an integrated system Hd addresses the isks identificd with materal and

chitdbirtk mortaiiny. in terms of capability of “healih service providers.

U6, Role of the Department of Health. - The DO shall ensure that the (U Rurad Health

L oniits, Barangay | ieaith Mations. District Fospiiabs. Birthing Centers are tul

amenitics and Infrasiructure FEQUIrements et by the DOLL



The DO shali, swithin two (2 seurs e effectivinn of this At train the tradik
hirth attendants with the modern method of -.icii\cr_\. o properly equip them wih

pron idde care during pregrancs. childbirth and posinalel periods in health clinics

stations, The conduet of these traininus shali be made every two {2} vears hereailer w jaciliiale

the training of new ones upon the reiirement o the ather TRBAS. A certification by the DOH of

compliance with this reguirement <hall give the TRAS the auwthority 1o work alongside healtheanye

practitioners of the 1OU,

SEC. 7L Birthing Centers. - There shali be established birthing facilities that s

ey in Geo

P Disadyantaged Areas:

and iransporiation makes UJ‘\.LUM” i a health faciliny unsate and poses ure

the mother and her unborn child, These hirtiing faciiitics shail be reguir

7

hours for seven days (2471 o o1t an on-cali ur as needed basis. depcndi ng on e r‘r‘:gz‘:.mc}

1 L.L'&-J"

regards to the General Adminisrative and Clinical services.

supported by comnetent health care practitioners ivluding

attendants

Clinteal services to be rendered in these centers shall include prenatal and postng

qormal spontancots delivers for fow-risk pregnant womien. vare of newhorm aid o
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ay health workers formed inte teams whe shall regudurly Sitecs on

weenant women in the community. They shall continuously advocate quz—ﬁn) health care by
ihe maternal care de !nux system P‘smhhxh d by the gnv erninent and disseminate

These wilic-natal Ich=ups mist iauntins ai-f sk prognancies or AL gl

es. which should directly be referred 1o eiinics or tertiary hospiials with well-cqui oped

s o handie emeroencics.

SEC. K. Lay-Away Progras. - In order 1o make these birthing ceniers SUstuinabic, eapegion

mothers shall, during prenaial visns, pay i

CoNeT cxp:n&cs for ctectrici
T‘

Nothing in this Scu\lon shal! howey er provent the city, municipality or burangay with Ui
capacity o provide fuli subsidies w0 ils consiituents (o forego user fees. or <eek tor private

nartnarsivips, aid or donations 1o cat costs or subsidize the expenses for the deliveries in pirthing

SUC. U Heme-Birtls, - Pursuant o te obiectives ol his Act home births shoil be dis

where hczil!h clinies ;«-nd Birthing coniers are present in the community. and w here there is al
of the risk contemplated under Section 7 paragt aph 1 I cases where greater risk and d:-.n'-
the tife of the mother Jﬂd the unborn i< imminent I transport (o a headth faciiiny s made. mi
i ira i o 1w o the childbirthto en

endants shail aw

Jonidleri




SEC. L0 fncentives to Barangavs. - The comminment io reduce materna aind nenin

must cenerate the covrdinated cffort of the community, hence. the Tocal keaith board shall assess
and recammend cconomic incentives o pramaie the initative and make zero maternal and
neonatal death possible

SLEC. 1L Appropriations. - he primary souree ob fanding for the operatini, maintendiue dod

improvement of the health 1':1c:1i11us shall e the GL L It shal] likewise cover the salaries and othet

b-‘:m;'&zs of the focal human resource including the incentives for the barangay health workers and

The mpum mutia\' for ih Hirahm_ coiters, additional health ¢linics. Enprovemenis of

e f.r;mil-'-mi birth aii :\d

-

the erectvin orthis Act

12. {mplemmenting Rules and Regulations. - Within ninety (90) dayvs frem the approval of

hoand the Secrewny ot the Intertor and Loval Government

the

necessan implemeniing  rules and regulmions th'u wor e ellvane
impiementation ol tiis Act e IRR shall i

cover the impiementation arve hasad

incentiyve of rural communities “hicying sero maternal and neonatal mortali
Y it i dani~. The DOH shall pr
PG feguircments i terms of ficilities and human resource for

s tor the wad]

birthing center.

SUC. 13, Separahitity Clause. -

sid unconsinutiong of

ion or provision of this Actixh

iny alid. the remaining sections or provisions not affected shali remain in full force and sifect.

b4 Repealing Cluwse, - AL Taws, pr sidential decrees. exeeutive orders and mules and

rewuiations, of parts thereot. AINEHES I

the pronisions of this Act are I

moditied accordingls

SEC. |5, Effectivity. - This Act shall take ellect fiticen (15 davs from the date of its compieie
3%

~ e ' \ - A
publicotion inat loast tao 2 nows

apers of veneral circulation,

Approsed.



