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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

According to the 2020 Philippine Statistics Authority data there were 12,336,355 or 11.31 % of the 
country's estimated population are aged 60 years old and above. 

Based on the Philippine National Health Accounts (PNHA) framework, health expenditures in 
2018 for individuals aged 60 and above accounted for 22.0 percent (22%) of the total current health 
expenditures. While health expenditures for persons aged 65 and above accounted for 13 .4 percent of the 
total health spending on the same period. With the advent of the Corona virus disease 2019 (COVID-19), 
our senior citizens are also considered as a vulnerable population. 

However, only a few of government owned hospital are considered final referral center for older 
Filipinos. This bill seeks to expand the National Center for Geriatric Health (NCGH), which is currently 
under the Jose R. Reyes Memorial Medical Center (JRRMMC), by establishing the National Center for 
Geriatric Health and Research Institute (NCGHRI). CGHRl is envisioned to become the leading 
teaching, research and training hospital that shall specialize in geriatric care and serve as an apex hospital 
for senior citizens. 

This bill will provide for the establishment of geriatric specialty centers in the country with hospital 
bed allocation of not less than 70% of the total bed capacity for non-paying patients. These geriatric 
specialty centers will be exempted from. income tax and customs duty and shall be tax exempted of all 
donations, endowments, contributions, grants and bequests used actually, directly and exclusively 
NCGHRI functions and purposes. 

The NCGHRI will also serve as the country's premier trammg facility for professionals, 
postgraduates, academics and a

l

lied healthcare for geriatric medicine specialists. TI1ereby ensuring that 
the country will have enough doctors and professionals engaged in geriatric health care. 

This bill was approved in the third and final reading of the House of Representatives during the 
1 gui Congress. 

In view of the foregoing reasons, the approval of this bill is earnestly sought 
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