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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

According to the World Health Organization data in 2020, kidney disease deaths 

in the Philippines reached 39,380 or 5.84% of total deaths. About 120 Filipinos 
develop chronic renal failure per million population per year and that is the main 

reason why kidney diseases especially End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) are 
already the 7th leading cause of morbidity among the Filipinos. Worldwide there 

are approximately more than 1 million people who are on renal replacement 
therapy and 5,000 at the least are Filipino patients are presently undergoing 

dialysis and this number is continuously growing. The age adjusted Death Rate is 
51.96 per 10,000 of population that ranks us No. 10 in the world. 

This bill seeks to amend the Charter of the National Kidney and Transplant 

Institute (NKTI) which is a tertiary medical specialty center formerly known as the 

National Kidney Foundation of the Philippines (NKFP) created on January 16, 
1981 by virtue of President Decree 1832 signed by then President Ferdinand E. 
Marcos. By virtue of Republic Act No. 8020, the NKTI was renamed from National 

Kidney Institute (NKI) and designated as the lead center for organ 
transplantation. It was created with a three-fold mission of Service, Training and 

Research primarily for the benefit of the Filipino people afflicted with kidney and 

allied diseases and in pursuance of the policy of the State to secure the well­
being of the people by providing them with specialized health and medical 

services. Presently, it is the only government hospital specializing in renal diseases 
and organ transplantation and the center for referral of kidney patients from 
various regional hospitals nationwide and is reorganized as the lead agency in 

voluntary blood services. 

Renal transplantation is limited due to the expense and the shortage of donors 

and the cost of medical treatment for kidney diseases is very expensive and 
beyond the reach of the poor Filipino. Patients suffering from kidney diseases 

from all over the country are often faced with no other choice but to travel in 
Quezon City where the National Kidney and Transplant Institute is to seek 
specialized medical assistance from the government due to lack of local 

facilities that can accommodate their medical needs. The location of NKTI adds 

a burden on patients especially the poor through the added expenses such as 
transportation (land and air), accommodation, lodging and other miscellaneous 

expenditures. 
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