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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Jackfruit, scientifically known as artocarpus heterophyillius, locally known as
“‘nangka" or “langka,” is one of the famous and largest edible fruit in the country.
According to the Department of Agriculture, jackfruit has many economic values — its
leaves can be used as medicine in curing skin diseases, fodder for animals, and
compost; its bark can be utilized in making rope and clothing; its wood can be an
excellent source in making guitars and ukuleles; its trunk can be used as lumber or
building material; latex can be used as paste or glue; its seeds, when grown, can be
used as food for human consumption, feeds, or planting materials; and, its roots can
be used as handle for farm implements. Further, Jackfruit is traded globally either as
fresh or as a processed ingredient. In Eastern Visayas, fresh jackfruit (whole fruit,

sliced, or depulped) are traded within and outside the Region.

To revive and support the industry of jackfruit in the country, this bill seeks to
provide for the development of the jackfruit industry and to establish a jackfruit

research and development center. The center shall primarily ensure that necessary



measures are taken in order to ensure the promotion, sustainable growth, and
competitiveness of the local jackfruit industry for the benefit of not only the farmers

and other stakeholders but the entire Filipino citizenry.

In view of the foregoing, approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

Rep. YEDDA MARIE K. ROMUALDEZ
Representative,Tingog Sinirangan

Rep. JUDEA. ACIDRE
Representative, Tingog Sinirangan
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:
Section 1. Short Title. This Act shall be known as the "Jackfruit Industry

Development Act.”

Section 2. Declaration of Policy. It is hereby declared the policy of the State
to promote and support the development and strengthening of the jackfruit industry in
the country, particularly in Eastern Visayas. Towards this end, the State shall formulate
sound policies and effective measures and implement programs to ensure the
promotion, sustainable growth, and competitiveness of the local jackfruit industry for
the benefit of the farmers and other stakeholders, thus maximizing the full potential of

jackfruits and securing a source of livelihood and employment for the citizenry.

Section 3. Jackfruit Research and Development Center. Within a year from
the approval of this Act, there shall be established a Jackfruit Research and
Development Center, hereinafter referred to as Center. The Center shall be under the

supervision and control of the Department of Agriculture (DA).



The Center shall maintain its principal office in Eastern Visayas. It may create
satellite offices in other identified localites as may be subsequently deemed

necessary.

Section 4. Powers and Functions of the Jackfruit Research and
Development Center. The Jackfruit Research and Development Center shall have
the following powers and functions to advance sustainable and competitive jackfruit
industry:

a. Undertake and conduct, and if necessary, in partnership with relevant
national government agencies, researches and technical studies on the
development, production, processing, management, trade, and marketing
of jackfruit and its other variants and by-products and accordingly plan,
monitor, review, and evaluate programs and projects that shall advance the
jackfruit industry;

b. Formulate a Jackfruit Development Roadmap regularly;

c. Provide technical assistance and support to those involved in the jackfruit
industry, particularly to smallholder jackfruit farmers, through developing
and conducting initiatives, seminars, trainings, and programs in order to
increase production of high-quality jackfruit and raise the level of income;

d. Develop, acquire, and adopt appropriate materials, innovations,
technologies, techniques, and other technical support assistance, including
but not limited to providing assistance in securing crop insurance as well as
in establishing linkages, beneficial to the jackfruit industry and ensure its
accessibility to poor smallholder farmers;

e. Train faculty members and other research personnel who will undertake
research and development work on jackfruit and other necessary disciplines
related to jackfruit production, utilization, and marketing;

f. Publish and disseminate research studies, papers, articles, and other works
or writings relating to jackfruit on a regular basis with the end goal of
benefiting jackfruit farmers, producers, manufacturers, and other
stakeholders nationwide;

g. Update standards, in coordination with Department of Trade and Industry,



in classification, grading, sampling and inspection, tests and analyses,
specifications regularly;

h. Assist in the establishment of community-based jackfruit enterprises to
generate livelihood opportunities, and encourage cooperative development
among smallholder jackfruit farmers and provide them access to resources,
technological know-how, as well as decision-making processes for the
enhancement of their jackfruit enterprises and the protection of their welfare;

i. Assist in the monitoring of the domestic supply of jackfruit and, when
necessary, submit recommendations for the grant of related importation
permits;

j. Promote, establish, and manage jackfruit nurseries, plantations, and
processing facilites that would accelerate the production and
commercialization of jackfruit and all its variants;

k. Promote the commercialization and market access of appropriate,
innovative, and viable jackfruit industry development technologies and
products;

|.  Coordinate with the Department of Agriculture (DA), Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI), Department of Science and Technology (DOST), and
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to consolidate
all policies, programs, and projects on jackfruit research and development;
and, |

m. Perform such other functions and duties necessary or incidental to the

promotion and development of the jackfruit industry.

Section 5. Executive Director of the Center. The Center shall be headed by
the Executive Director who shall report directly to the Advisory Board.

The Executive Director shall be a recognized expert in jackfruit research and
policy development, with at least three (3) years of experience in the jackfruit industry,
and shall have strong organizational management background. The Executive
Director shall be appointed by the DA Secretary within sixty (60) calendar days after
the effectivity of the implementing rules and regulations of this Act and upon the

recommendation of the Advisory Board.



The Executive Director shall serve in full time capacity for a term of five (5)

years which may be renewed. The Executive Director shall strictly avoid any conflict

of interest in the conduct and performance of duties for the duration of the term.

Section 6. Powers and Function of the Executive Director of the Center.

The Executive Director of the Center shall:

a.

Implement and enforce research and policy direction and priorities, policies,
decisions, orders, rules, and regulations determined by the Advisory Board;
Exercise administrative and supervisory functions over the planning,
implementation, and evaluation of the policies, programs, and projects of
the Center;
Recommend the following to the Advisory Board:

1. Organizational structure of the Center;

2. Appointment of personnel, including research fellows, officers, and

employees; and,
3. Overall budget of the Center;

. Submit to the Advisory Board regular reports on the Center to include annual

reports on operations, status of programs and projects, and the financial
condition of the Center;

Execute contracts, incur obligations, acquire and dispose of assets, and
deliver documents on behalf of the Center within the limits of the authority
as determined by the Advisory Board;

Generate and obtain logistical and financial support for the programs and
component units of the Center with the assistance of the Advisory Board:
Provided, That in so doing, no conflict of interest exists with the objectives

of this Act and the functions of the Center;

. Not engage in any act that may result to a conflict of interest with the

objectives, functions, and powers of the Center; and,
Exercise and perform such other powers, functions, and duties as may be
authorized or assigned by the Advisory Board and in accordance with the

objectives of this Act.



Section 7. Advisory Board. There is hereby created an Advisory Board, which

is principally mandated to develop strategies, policies and programs aimed at

effectively harnessing the potential of the Philippine jackfruit industry and improving

the state technologies to produce, process, and/or market high-quality jackfruits to

meet global standards for competitiveness and product quality.

The Advisory Board shall be composed of the following:

a. DA Secretary or his/her representative, as Chairperson;

DTI Secretary or his/her representative, as Vice Chairperson;
DOST Secretary or his/her representative;

DENR Secretary or his/her representative; and,
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One (1) representative from the jackfruit farmers to be appointed by the
President of the Philippines, upon the recommendation of the DA Secretary,
for a term of three (3) years.

Section 8. Powers and Functions of the Advisory Board. The Advisory

Board shali:

a.

Provide the general direction and priorities of the Center in accordance with this
Act;

Determine research and policy areas for study by the Center and an annual
research agenda, in consultation with the Executive Director, based on the
regular assessment of local and international developments affecting the
jackfruit industry;

Provide advice to the Center on any matter relating to the development of a
research or policy area and the administration of research programs;

Approve the organizational structure, appointment of personnel, and over-all
budget of the Center;

Monitor and evaluate the implementation, efficiency, and effectiveness of the
programs and projects undertaken by the Center;

Assist the Executive Director in generating resources and obtaining logistical
and financial support for the programs and component units of the Center:
Provided, That in so doing, no conflict of interest exists with the objectives of

this Act and the functions of the Center; and,



g. Assign additional powers, functions, and duties of the Executive Director in
accordance with the objectives of this Act.

Section 9. Jackfruit Subsidy Fund. There is hereby established a Jackfruit
Subsidy Fund which shall be used to financially support the jackfruit industry. The fund
shall be used for the following:

1. Jackfruit tree planting and cultivation;

2. Research and technical studies;

3. Skills training and capital development for the jackfruit industry; and
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. Other activities as may be deemed necessary by Center.

Section 10. Jackfruit Capital of the Philippines. The Eastern Visayas shall
be designated as the Jackfruit Capital of the Philippines.

Section 11. Appropriations. The amount necessary for the immediate
implementation of this Act shall be included in the annual General Appropriations Act.

Section 12. Implementing Rules and Regulations. Within sixty (60) days
from the effectivity of this Act, the DA and DENR shall, in collaboration with DTI,
DOST, issue and promulgate the necessary rules and regulations to implement the

provisions of this Act.

Section 13. Separability Clause. \f any provision of this Act is declared
unconstitutional, the remainder of this Act or any provision not affected thereby shall
remain in full force and effect.

Section 14. Repealing Clause. All laws and parts thereof which are
inconsistent with any provisions of this Act shall be deemed repealed or modified
accordingly.

Section 15. Effectivity Clause. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after

its publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation.



Approved,





