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HIJAB DAV AND PROMOTING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE MUSLIM 

TRADITION OF WEARING HIJAB 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Constitution guarantees the free exercise and enjoyment of religious 

profession and worship, without discrimination or preference. No religious test shall be 

required for the exercise of civil or political rights. 

In the Philippines, there are around ten (10) million Muslims. And one of the 

practices and visible and distinguishable expression of the Islamic faith of Muslim 

women is the wearing of the hijab. However, this has been unjustifiably used as a 

source of discrimination and prejudice against them. To fight against such 

discrimination, an annual observance since 2013 is globally commemorated among 

190 countries on the first day of February as World Hijab Day. 

In line with this constitutional fiat to protect Muslim women and to further 

understand the value of wearing hijab, this bill seeks to declare the first of February 

every year as National Hijab Day. 
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