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AN ACT 

INSTITUTIONALIZING THE PHILIPPINE FIBER INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Philippines has an abundance of natural fibers like abaca, pifia, t'nalak, 

bamboo, waterlily, etc. Natural fibers are used in various applications - building 

materials, particle boards, insulation boards, human food and animal feed, cosmetics, 

medicine, and for other biopolymers and fine chemicals. And now, due to technological 

advancements, it is also used in the textile industry. Further, when these are properly 

developed and protected, it will greatly contribute to the country's economic growth 

due to its better formability, abundant, renewable, cost-effective, sustainable, and eco­

friendly features. 

However, while the fiber industry boosted due to its contribution in the textile 

industry, reports show another decline in such industry. This is caused by new 

machines that are too advanced to farmers, limited farms dedicated to cultivating the 

crops, numerous typhoons massively damaging the farms, few programs that support 

and maintain the development, production, and processing of the fiber crops, and 

covid-induced movement restrictions imposed by different local government units 

hindering the transport and movement, among others. 
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