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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Individualistic, unorganized, and fragmented - that is how the country's 

former Secretary of Agriculture described the state of our agriculture sector which 

has been on a steady slump for the last forty (40) years. Agriculture's share in the 

country's total gross domestic product (GDP) has now dropped from 14.1%in 2011, 

to 10% in 2021. Thi_s, despite the Philippines is still regarded as an agricultural 

country with arable land of up to 12.44 million hectares. 

The dismal output of agriculture was not always the case for the country. In 

fact, in 1974, the Philippines already attained self-sufficiency in rice. And shortly 

thereafter in 1977, the country for the first time, became a net exporter of rice. 

Appreciable impact on agriculture performance was felt in 1980s because of 

the political unrest, and in the 1990s, the environmental impacts of the El Nino 

phenomenon further negatively affected agricultural production. The last straw was 

the reorganization of the Ministry of Agriculture under Executive Order No. 116, s. 

of 1987 and its eventual decentralization under the Local Government Code of 1991 

(LGC). 

From previously being shepherded under one centralized national body, the 

responsibility to supervise and facilitate agricultural policy was devolved and passed 

on to Local Government Units (LG Us). Philippine agriculture slowly became 
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