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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

According to the Philippine Statistics Authority, Agriculture, forestry, and fishing 
(AFF) shared 8.9 percent of the total GDP in 2022, lower compared with the 9.6 percent 
share in the previous year.1 While the agricultural sector provides invaluable
contribution to the country's economy, the truth of the matter is that, "the average age 
of farmers in the Philippines is between 57 and 59 years old" and for various reasons, 
"many young Filipinos do not view a career in agriculture as profitable."2 This will
prove as a challenge in the near future, especially in places where agriculture is the main 
driver of the local economy, such as in the Province ofNueva Ecija, which is dubbed 
as the Rice Granary of the Philippines. 

In his State of the Nation Address last July 25, 2022, President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos, Jr. stressed that "one of the main drivers of our push for growth and employment 
will be in the agricultural sector."3 He further emphasized that, "The call of the times is
for the infusion of fresh and new blood in the agricultural sector" and that the Philippines 
needs "a new breed of farmers equipped with modem agricultural technology able to 
engage in sustained scientific farming that will not only increase farm yields, but also 
resilience in the face of climate change.''4 

For this reason, this bill seeks to establish the Young Farmers Challenge Program 
which shall support and enable young farmers to become valuable partners in food 
security, as well as the development and modernization of the agriculture sector in the 
Philippines. It also seeks to encourage the youth to pursue a career in agriculture or 
undertake activities relating to the same, to participate in formulating policies, and to 
assist in effective implementation of programs related to agriculture. Likewise, this aims 

1 https://psa.gov .ph/nationa I-accou nts/sector /Agriculture, %20Forestry%20and%20Fishing
2 N.a. "Producing Opportunity: USAID Upskills the Next Generation of Filipino Farmers". USA/0. 22 July 2022.

Web. Accessed on 10 March 2023. < https://www.usaid.gov/philippines/our-stories/jul-2022-producing­

opportunity-usaid-upskills-next-generation-filipino­
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3 https ://www .officialgazette.gov. ph/2021/07 /26/ferdinand-r-marcos-jr-fi rst-state--of-th e -n ation-address-july-
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