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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Constitution, the highest law of the land, enshrines that the State shall 
protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness 
among them. (Article II, Section 15) The State shall also protect and advance the right 
of the people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony 
of nature. (Section 16) 

In 2019, the Zero-Emission Vehicles (ZEV) Act was passed in British Columbia, 
which requires automakers to meet the increasing annual levels of electric vehicle sales 
of 10% by 2025, 30% by 2030, and 100% by 2040.1 The Minister of Energy, Mines,
and Petroleum Resources, Mr. Bruce Ralston, said that these electric vehicles will "help 
reduce air pollution and save on fuel costs, but price and availability can be barriers."2

Thus, by passing the ZEV Act, the British Columbians "are one step closer to ensuring 
that in less than 20 years, every new car sold in B.C. will be a zero-emission vehicle 
powered by clean electricity ."3

During the 2022 United Nations Climate Change Conference, more commonly 
referred to as COP27, held in Egypt from November 6 to November 18, 2022, 197 
nations and territories met with the aim of with the key aim of ensuring full 
implementation of the Paris Agreement. The Paris Agreement, signed in 2015 during 
the COP21, is an instrument which set a goal to limit global warming to well below two 
degrees, preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. 4 According 
to the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, carbon dioxide emissions need 
to be cut 45% by the year 2030. 5

1 N.a. "Province puts in place rules for 100% electric-vehicle sales by 2040". British Columbia News. 30 July

2020. Web. Accessed on 15 December 2022. <https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EMPR0031-001416> 
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid. 
4 Vanamali, Krishna. "What is COP27?". Business Standard. 09 November 2022. Web. Accessed on 15 December 

2022. <https://www .business-standard .com/podcast/ current-aff airs/what-is-cop27-122110900318 _1. html> 
5 N.a. "COP27 Reaches Breakthrough Agreement on New "Loss and Damage" Fund for Vulnerable Countries.

United Nations Climate Change. 20 November 2022. Web. Accessed on 16 December 2022. < 
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