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HOUSE BILL NO. 8376

Introduced by HON. LORD ALLAN JAY Q. VELASCO

AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 1 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO.9946
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “AN ACT GRANTING ADDITIONAL
RETIREMENT, SURVIVORSHIP, AND OTHER BENEFITS TO THE
MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY” BY DELETING THE
PROVISION WHICH REMOVES THE ENTITLEMENT OF A
MEMBER OF THE JUDICIARY OR HIS/HER SPOUSE TO
RECEIVE THE MONTHLY PENSION DUE TO HIM OR HER
WHEN HE OR SHE ASSUMES AN ELECTIVE PUBLIC OFFICE”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The existing retirement law for members of the Judiciary is Republic Act
N0.910 entitled as AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR RETIREMENT OF
JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT AND OF THE RETIREMENT
OF JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT AND OF THE COURT OF
APPEALS, FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE PROVISIONS HEREOF
BY THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM, AND TO
REPEAL COMMONWEALTH ACT NUMBERED FIVE HUNDRED
AND THIRTY-SIX” as amended by Republic Act No. 9946, which covers
“Justices of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals, the Sandiganbayan, or
the Court of Tax Appeals, or a Judge of the Regional trial Court,
Metropolitan Trial Court, Municipal Trial Court, Municipal Circuit Trial
Court, Shari’a District Court, Shari’a Circuit Court or any other court
hereafter established..”



The provision of Section 1 of Republic Act N0.910, as amended, is hereby
further amended to read as follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of Republic Act No. 910, as amended, is hereby further
amended to read as follows:

"SECTION 1. When a Justice of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals,
the Sandiganbayan, or of the Court of Tax Appeals, or a Judge of the
regional trial court, metropolitan trial court, municipal trial court, municipal
circuit trial court, shari'a district court, shari'a circuit court, or any other
court hereafter established who has rendered at least fifteen (15) years
service in the Judiciary or in any other branch of the Government, or in both,
(a) retires for having attained the age of seventy years, or (b) resigns by
reason of his/her incapacity to discharge the duties of his/her office as
certified by the Supreme Court, he/she shall receive during the residue of
his/her natural life, in the manner hereinafter Provided, the salary which plus
the highest monthly aggregate of transportation, representation and other
allowances such as personal economic relief allowance (PERA) and
additional compensation allowance which he/she was receiving at the time
of his/her retirement, or resignation, and non - wage benefit in the form of
education scholarship to one (1) child of all Justices and Judges to free
tuition fee in a state university or college: Provided, That such grant will
cover only one (1) bachelor's degree. When a Justice of the Supreme Court,
the Court of Appeals, the Sandiganbayan or of the Court of Tax Appeals, or
a Judge of the regional trial court, metropolitan trial court, municipal trial
court, municipal circuit trial court, shari‘a district court, shari'a circuit court.
or any other court hereafter established has attained the age of sixty (60)
years and has rendered at least fifteen (15) years service in the Government,
the last three (3) of which shall have been continuously rendered in the
Judiciary, he/she shall likewise be entitled to retire and receive during the
residue of his/her natural life also in the manner hereinafter Provided, the
salary plus the highest monthly aggregate of transportation, representation
and other allowances such as personal economic relief allowance (PERA)
and additional compensation allowance which he/she was then receiving and
the non - wage benefit in the form of education scholarship to one (1) child
of all Justices and Judges to free tuition fee in a state university or college:
Provided, however, That any Justice or Judge with less the fifteen (15) years
service In the Government or Judiciary, who shall retire due to reasons



hereinabove Provided, shall be entitled to a pro - rata monthly pension
computed as follows:

Number of years in the Government or Judiciary / 15 years x Basic pay plus
the highest monthly aggregate transportation, representation and other
allowances (PERA and additional compensation allowance).

"It is a condition of the pension provided for herein that no retiring Justice
or Judge of the aforementioned courts or his/her surviving spouse receiving
the benefits of this Act during the time that he/she is receiving said pension
shall appear as counsel before any court in any civil case wherein the
Government or any subdivision or instrumentality thereof is the adverse
party, or in any criminal case wherein an incumbent or former officer or
employee of the Government is accused of an offense committed In relation
to his/ her office, or collect any fee for his/her appearance In any
administrative proceedings to maintain an Interest to the Government,
national, provincial Or municipal, or to any of its legally constituted officers.
It is also a condition of the pension provided for herein that when a member
of the Judiciary or his/her surviving spouse entitled to the benefits of this
Act shall assume an elective public office, he/she shall not, upon assumption
of office and during his/her term, receive the monthly pension due to
his/her."

This representation humbly submits that retirement laws are in the nature of
social legislation and must always be considered to give effect to their
primary objective of sufficiently and adequately providing sustenance and
security of retirees. The objective of pension is not only economic security
in old age but also a recognition of the services that one has rendered. It is a
right that has been earned by the retiree from years of hard work. One’s
election into public office and willingness to again render civic duty, should
not negate the right to a pension, as this is the hard-earned fruit of one’s
labor.

More importantly, the questioned condition imposed on former members of
the judiciary, or their surviving spouse entitled to such retirement benefits,
who get ELECTED into office is a violation of the equal protection clause
because no such condition is imposed on former members of the judiciary or
their surviving spouse entitled to such retirement benefits if they get
APPOINTED to a government office.



Thus, the law should be amended to delete the condition providing that when
a member of the Judiciary or his/her surviving spouse entitled to the benefits
of this Act shall assume an elective public office, he/she shall not, upon
assumption of office and during his/her term, receive the monthly pension
due to his/her. It is a violation of the equal protection clause. Further, it will
be at the height of injustice to eliminate or in any way diminish the benefits
due the retiree.

In view of the foregoing considerations, the approval of the bill is earnestly
sought.

LORD ALLAN JAY Q. VELASCO



Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila
Nineteenth Congress
First Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 8376

Introduced by HON. LORD ALLAN JAY Q. VELASCO

AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 1 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO.9946
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “AN ACT GRANTING ADDITIONAL
RETIREMENT, SURVIVORSHIP, AND OTHER BENEFITS TO THE
MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY” BY DELETING THE
PROVISION WHICH REMOVES THE ENTITLEMENT OF A
MEMBER OF THE JUDICIARY OR HIS/HER SPOUSE TO
RECEIVE THE MONTHLY PENSION DUE TO HIM OR HER
WHEN HE OR SHE ASSUMES AN ELECTIVE PUBLIC OFFICE”

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Section 1 of Republic Act No. 9946, as amended, is hereby
further amended to read as follows:

“SECTION 1. When a Justice of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals,
the Sandiganbayan, or of the Court of Tax Appeals, or a Judge of the
regional trial court, metropolitan trial court, municipal trial court, municipal
circuit trial court, shari’a district court, shari’a circuit court, or any other

court hereafter established who has rendered at least fifteen (15) years
service in the Judiciary or in any other branch of the Government, or in both,
(a) retires for having attained the age of seventy years, or (b) resigns by



reason of his/her incapacity to discharge the duties of his/her office as
certified by the Supreme Court, he/she shall receive during the residue of
his/her natural life, in the manner hereinafter provided, the salary which plus
the highest monthly aggregate of transportation, representation and other
allowances such as personal economic relief allowance (PERA) and
additional compensation allowance which he/she was receiving at the time
of his/her retirement, or resignation, and non-wage benefit in the form of
education scholarship to one (1) child of all Justices and Judges to free
tuition fee in a state university or college: Provided, That such grant will
cover only one (1) bachelor’s degree. When a Justice of the Supreme Court,
the Court of Appeals, the Sandiganbayan or of the Court of Tax Appeals, or
a Judge of the regional trial court, metropolitan trial court, municipal trial
court, municipal circuit trial court, shari’a district court, shari’a circuit
court, or any other court hereafter established has attained the age of sixty
(60) years and has rendered at least fifteen (15) years service in the
Government, the last three (3) of which shall have been continuously
rendered in the Judiciary, he/she shall likewise be entitled to retire and
receive during the residue of his/her natural life also in the manner
hereinafter provided, the salary plus the highest monthly aggregate of
transportation, representation and other allowances such as personal
economic relief allowance (PERA) and additional compensation allowance
which he/she was then receiving and the non-wage benefit in the form of
education scholarship to one (1) child of all Justices and Judges to free
tuition fee in a state university or college: Provided, however, That any
Justice or Judge with less than fifteen (15) years service in the Government
or Judiciary, who shall retire due to reasons hereinabove provided, shall be
entitled to a pro-rata monthly pension computed as follows:

Number of years in the Government or Judiciary / 15 years x Basic pay plus
the highest monthly aggregate transportation, representation and or other
allowances (PERA and additional compensation allowance)

It is a condition of the pension provided for herein that no retiring Justice or
Judge of the aforementioned courts or his/her surviving spouse receiving the
benefits of this Act during the time that he/she is receiving said pension shall
appear as counsel before any court in any civil case wherein the Government
or any subdivision or instrumentality thereof is the adverse party, or in any
criminal case wherein an incumbent or former officer or employee of the
Government is accused of an offense committed in relation to his/her office,



or collect any fee for his/her appearance in any administrative proceedings
to maintain an interest to the Government, national, provincial or municipal,
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SEC. 2. The amount necessary for the initial implementation of this Act
shall be charged against the current year’s savings of the Judiciary.
Thereafter, such sums as may be necessary for the continued implementation
of this Act shall be included in the annual General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 3. All laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations or parts thereof
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or modified
accordingly.

SEC. 4. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days following the completion
of its publication in the Official Gazette or in any two (2) newspapers of
general circulation.

Approved,



