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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The state recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building. Yet, when the youth are
out-of-school and lacking in necessary skills to get employed, such opportunity to become nation
builders is lost, and so is the bright future we aspire for as a nation. 

The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) in its 2016 Annual Poverty Indicator Survey
(APIS) pegged the number of out-of-school children and youth (OSCY) at around 3.8 miUion. This
means that one in every ten children and youth is out of school. The most common reasons for
opting out of school were marriage or family matters, the high cost of education or financial
concerns and lack of personal interest More than half of the OSCY came from families who belong
to the bottom 30% of the population in terms of per capita income. This problem was exacerbated
when the COVID-19 pandemic devastated the country. When restrictions had eased out and
schools opened, many children and youth failed to enroll. 

Being out of school poses a lot of problems and issues. It exposes one to discrimination,
exploitation and a lifetime of poverty and deprivation. It also leads to other problems like juvenile
delinquency, increased government expenditure on social services, early marriage and
unemployment. 

This bill seeks to address the problem of out-of-school youth by recognizing their inherent
right to be allowed to become productive members of society and to live a life of dignity and
respect. As a state policy of promoting and protecting the physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual
and social well-being of the youth, this bill lay down the duties of all state agencies and
instrumentalities to promote the rights of the out-of-school yo th and to protect them from
exploitation, violence, trafficking, and discrimination. At the same time, this bill outlines specific
interventions and government assistance in the areas of education, health, social services and
employment. 

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought. 
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