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AN ACT 
CRIMINALIZING THE CREATION AND DISSEMINATION OF CYBER 
"FAKE NEWS", AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10175, OTHERWISE 

KNOWN AS THE "CYBERCRIME PREVENTION ACT OF 2012" 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Online social networks or more popularly known as social media have become an integral part 
of Filipinos' daily lives. In a press release issued by the Philippine Statistics Authority in 28 December 
2020, 73 .9% of Filipinos age 10 to 64 years old surf the internet for social media. Millions of Filipinos 
with internet access rely on social media to get their social updates and daily dose of all kinds of global 
and local news. 

Unfortunately, in this information age, some people take advantage of social media and the 
sheer volume of their users to gain popularity and/or profit by intentionally creating and disseminating 
false information, stories or news that can mislead the public and cause unnecessary alarm or 
disturbance and cause damage to affected individuals. 

In a study of Vosoughi et. al (2018) 1, the researchers discovered that falsehood in social media 
spreads significantly farther, faster, deeper, and more broadly than the truth. False political news also 
gains more interests than false news about terrorism, natural disasters, science, urban legends, or 
financial information. 

To minimize (if not totally halt) the spread of and curtail the negative impacts brought about 
by false news, particularly those disseminated through social media platforms, it is necessary to 
criminalize cyber fake news. 

\ . 

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this bill is earnestly s 

1. Vosoughi S, Roy D, Aral S. The spread of true and false news online. Sc
1151. doi: 10.1126/science.aap9559. PMID: 29590045.
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