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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AS PART OF THE PRIMARY APPROACH IN THE 

DELIVERY OF HEALTH SERVICES AND PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR 

Explanatory Note 

Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution mandates the State to 

"protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health 

consciousness among them." 

The Constitution also mandates the State to "adopt and integrated and 

comprehensive approach to health development which shall endeavor to make 

essential goods, health and other social services available to all the people at 

affordable cost. There shall be priority for the needs of the underprivileged sick, 

elderly, disabled, women, and children. The State shall endeavor to provide free 

medical care to paupers" (Article XllI, Section 11). 

Republic Act 11223 or the Universal Health Care Act of 2019 prescribes 

reforms in the health care system and aims to provide affordable, quality and 

comprehensive health services to encourage Filipinos to obtain oral health services. 

Dental caries (tooth decay) and periodontal diseases (gum diseases) are the 

two most common oral health diseases affecting Filipinos1
. In 2018, the initial results 

of the National Survey on Oral Health showed 72% of Filipinos having dental carries 

1 "Oral Health Promotion: A Yes to a Healthier Nation." 4 Feb. 2020. National Nutrition Council. 
https://www.nnc.gov.ph/regional-offices/mindanao/region-x-northern-mindanao/3516-oral-heaJth­
promotion-a-yes-to-a-healthier-nation 
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