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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Constitution enshrines that the State shall give priority to education, 

science and technology, arts, culture, and sports to foster patriotism and nationalism, 

accelerate social progress, and promote total human liberation and development. (Art. 

II, Sec. 17) Moreover, the State shall protect and promote the right of all citizens to 

quality education at all levels, and shall take appropriate steps to make such education 

accessible to all. (Art. XIV, Sec. 1) 

In the Philippines, there are about 22 million students enrolled for the Academic 

Year 2023-2024 1
, majority of which are enrolled in 47,000 public schools.2 As of 2022, 

the country has almost 900,000 public school teachers in all levels of basic education3
.

This results in 1 teacher assigned for every 24 students, a far better scenario compared 

to the maximum 1-to-40 proportion, the upper limit of a classroom environment which 

is conducive for learning. 4

Nonetheless, entry-level public school teachers receive compensation of Salary 

Grade 11 or Php27,000.00. With the rising prices of basic goods and services, this salary 

may not be sufficient for most of our fellow Filipinos. 

Thus, in order to alleviate the financial situation of our teachers, boost their 

morale, and encourage more students to take education courses, the State must ensure 

that there is adequate compensation for our teachers. For this reason, this proposed 

1 Demayo, Mark. "DepEd: 22.8 million students enroll for SY 2023-2024". ABS-CBN News. 28 August 2023.

<https:/ /news.a bs-cbn .com/ n ews/08/28/23/ d eped-228-m ii lion-stud ents-enroll-for-sy-2023-

2024#:~:text=Based%20on%20the%20Iatest%20data, National%20Capital%20Region%20at%202%2C468%2Cl 7 

0.> 

2 Daguno-Bersamina, Kristine. "Over 21 million students enrolled for school year 2023-2024, DepEd reports".

Phi/star. 26 August 2023. <https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2023/08/26/2291568/over-21-million­

students-enrolled-school-year-2023-2024-deped-reports> 
3 N.a. "Our teachers deserve better". Inquirer.net. 05 October 2022. <https://opinion.inquirer.net/157570/our­

teachers-deserve-better> 

4 Ibid. 
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