
Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
Second Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. 
----

Introduced by Representative Joseph Gilbert F. Violago 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Constitution defines the national territory of the Philippines, to wit: 
"The national territory comprises the Philippine archipelago, with all the islands and 
waters embraced therein, and all other territories over which the Philippines has 
sovereignty or jurisdiction, consisting of its terrestrial, fluvial, and aerial domains, 
including its territorial sea, the seabed, the subsoil, the insular shelves, and other 
submarine areas. The waters around, between, and connecting the islands of the 
archipelago, regardless of their breadth and dimensions, form part of the internal waters 
of the Philippines." (Art. I) Furthermore, all lands of the public domain, waters, 
minerals, coal, petroleum, and other mineral oils, all forces of potential energy, 
fisheries, forests or timber, wildlife, flora and fauna, and other natural resources are 
owned by the State. (Art. II, Sec. 12) Finally, the State shall protect and advance the 
right of the people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and 
harmony of nature. (Art. III, Sec. 16) 

The Philippines, being an archipelago with about 7, 100 islands, is surrounded by 
water. Moreover, the Philippine coastline adds up to 17,500 km.1 According to a study, 
the Philippines is a "global centre for marine biodiversity" as it covers a major portion 
of the Coral Triangle, with more than 16800 sq km of coral ree£2 Our country also has 
more marine species per unit area than any other place.3 It is estimated that the value of 
coastal and marine resources in the Philippines in 2016 to be about P7 5 trillion ( or some 
$1,500 billion), even higher than the country's GDP which was at $318.6 billion.4 

Likewise, it is home to more than 100 million people who rely mainly on its rich 
natural resources for sustenance and livelihood. In fact, in 2019, about 1.9 million 
Filipinos were estimated to be dependent on fishing for income. Our fisherfolk "helped 
secure the food and nutritional supply of some 60% of the Philippine population, who 

1 http://www.acd-dialogue.org/membership-philippines.html
2 Garry, Heloise. "The Philippines' Marine Biodiversity Faces Decimation". Earth.org. 06 July 2019. < 

https://earth.org/marine-biodiversity-in-the-philippines-faces-decimation/> 
3 Ibid. 
4 Malayang, Ben S. "Our seas, our future: Appreciating the PH's ocean economy". Rapp/er. 16 September 2021. 

< https://www.rappler.com/voices/thought-1eaders/opinion-our-seas-future-appreciating-philippines-ocean­

economy/#:~:text=About%201.9%20million%20were%20estimated,40%20kg%2Fyear%2Fperson.> 
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