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AN ACT PROMOTING THE SPEEDY DISPOSITION OF DRUG CASES BY 

CREATING A SPECIAL COURT TO BE KNOWN AS THE "DANGEROUS DRUG 

COURT" IN EVERY CITY AND PROVINCE NATIONWIDE, APPROPRIATING 

FUNDS THEREFOR, ANO FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Drug cases have taken over Philippine courts over the last 1 O years especially 
when the government declared an all-out war against drug trafficking durrng the 
incumbency of former President Rodrigo Duterte. 

Based on the available data of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 
(PDEA}, there were 405,062 drug cases filed in court from 2002 to 2022. These cases 
include those filed by PDEA as well as other law enforcement agencies such as the 
PNP and the NBI. Out of tliiS figur'e, only 28% or 114, 61 n cases have been resolved 
or have been handed out decision by the judiciary. About 300,000 drug cases or 
approximately 72% have remained pending in courts as we speak. 

The seeming delay in the resolution of drug cases clearly indicates that our trial 
courts just can't keep up. Thus, if not properly addressed, would only lead to more 
clogging of court dockets impairing our already slow-paced justice system in the 
country. 

Moreover, the House Committee on Dangerous Drugs' inquiry on the alleged 
drug recycling activities of some law enforcement officers, which was conducted on 
March 2023, found out that the PDEA and PNP have in its respective custody a total 
of 8,662 kilograms of shabu and 4,233 kilograms of marijuana. When they were asked 
to explain why they were in possession of such large volume of seized illegal drugs, 
they reasoned out that its destruction, as mandated by RA 9165, could not be easily 
done because of the difficulty in obtaining court orders due to the congestion of court 
dockets and/or unavailability of trial court judges who would act on it. 

The delay in the issuance of court orders and processes in connection with the 
destruction of seized or confiscated dangerous drugs have opened a window of 
opportunity for rouges in uniform known as "ninja cops" to operate by recycling seized 
illegal drugs for the purpose of planting evidence, or worse, selling it back on the 
streets. 
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