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EXPI.ANATORY NOTE

As the COVID-19 pandemic forced many traditional office workers to work from
home, a subset of these workers joined a growing movement of location-
independent workers referred to as Dialtal Nomads. Dialtal Nomads are
individuals who travel to different places, while relying on technoloales to access
the internet and do their work from any location in the world. The Philippines is a
great destination for Dialtal Nomads. Cebu, a thriving economic center and
tourism hub, is a perfect base as it offers easy access to fast internet, co-working
communities, world-class infrastructure, and numerous tourist destinations.

Today, there are around 54 countries that offer Dialtal Nomad visas.t In 2023, a
study by an independent work force management platform reported that 17.3
million American workers currently describe themselves as dialtal nomads, growing
by 20/o from 2022 after increasing a staggering 131°/o from the pre-pandemic year
2019 to 2022.2 Significantly, Dialtal Nomads are reported to contribute $787
billion to the global economy annually.3 They inject money into local economies
through spending on accommodations, co-working spaces, food, transportation,
entertainment, and other services. This leads to the growth of tourism-oriented
industries and in turn further bolster the overall economic growth of the country.

The world is chanalng in response to the growing Dialtal Nomad population. Due
to the mass advancement of information and communication technoloales,

1 lbrahim, Mon (22 August 2023). Work w/.fhouf borders.. The r/.se a/ the d/.g/.fa/ nomads. Manila Bulletin.

https://mb.com.ph/2023/8/21/work-without-borders-the-rise-of-the-digital-nomads.
2 MBO Partners (August 2023). IVomcidi.sin Enters the Mat.nstrecrm. MBO Partners.
•https:/'/'info.mbopartners.com/rs/'mbo/'images/'2023___DigitaLNomads_Report.pdf.

3 Bell, Rosie (3 October 2023|. Digital Nomads have billions to spend. Entrepreneurs are cashing in. BBC.

https://www,bbc.com/worklife/article/20231002-digital-nomads-have-billions-to-spend-entrepreneurs-are-
cashing-in#:~:text=One%202023%20survev%20conducted%20bv.those%20who%20cater%20to%20them.
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emergence of co-woding spaces, changes in  work  culture,  and the appeal of
exploring new places while maintaining careers, countries all over the world have
takenadvantageofthisphenomenonbyprovidingforanewvisacategorycalledthe
"Digital Nomad Visa." Thus, this legislative measure seeks to create a special visa

categorytoaccommodateDisttalNomads.Thisbinpresentsanopportunityforthe
Philippines to: (1) push tourism development, (2) increase the influx of cash from
abroad,and(3)enhancetheeconomicactivityofvariousregions,thefebyincreasing
revenue and generating greater economic productivity.

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

EDUARDO ROA RAMA TR
2nd Distnd, Ceba Cdy
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ANACTCREATINGANEWVISACATEGORYFORDIGITAL
NOMADS, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be  it  erlacted  ky  tile  SeMclle  and  the  Howse  Of Rapreser[tatiues  Of  the  Pbilippinef  in  Corlgrefs

assembled..

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1.  ri.£/a. -Tis Act shall be referred to as the  `q)dez./zz/No%4d yz.j#,44/. "

SECHION 2.. Definition of Terns. -

a.  "4ifr.ca" shall  refer  to  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  or  a  national  of the

Repubhkc of the Phihppines.

b.  "Z}Igiv.fa/ JVomadr" shall  refer  to individuals  who  travel  freely while working

remotely using didtal technology.
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c. "D!giv.ed .Nomad yJ.sZ' shall refer to a type of visa granted by the Bureau of

Immigration to an individual to whom this Act apples.

d. "Cf:anfce"shall refer to an individual who has been granted a Disital Nomad

VisabytheBureauoflmmigrationuponfulfillmentoftherequirementssetforthin

this Act.

SECTION 3. Z2€giv.£:a/^rormad' y].sa. -An arien who is employed in a country

other than the Republic of the Philippines may, upon application to the Bureau of

Immisration, be granted a Diedtal Nomad Visa to work in the Philippines for a

period of twelve (12) months, renewable for another twelve (12) months, subject
to the requirements provided for in this Act.

SECTION 4. jHfgzirenzents. -An appricant for a Disital Nomad Visa must be

subject to the following conditions:

a. Individual must be at least eishteen (18) years of age.

b. Individual must have a valid passport upon appfication for the visa.

c. Individual must show proof of sufficient income that is generated from sources

outside the Phhippines.

d. Individual must be a holder of a vafid international health insurance poricy wrfu

coverage in the Philippines.

e. Individual must provide an address of accommodation in the Phdippines.

f. Individual must not have a criminal record in his home country.

9.IndividualmustpayfeestobedeterminedbytheBureauoflmmigrationtocover
to costs of processing and issuing the visa, and reasonable Entry and Exit Fees.
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SECTION 5. jn4indaroryHealth Jnsuranae Pnd.ey. -The international health

insurance poricy of the grantee with covernge in the Phflippincs must be valid for

the whole duration of the grantee's stay.

SECTION 6. Effccr Of cf:anf of yz.sa. -A grantee of a digital nomad visa sham

notbedeemedaresidentofthePhilippinesfortaxationpuposes,andtheincome

they receive from their employer outside the Phinppines , whfle in the country, sham

not be considered as income from sources within the Philippines.

SECTI0N7.CfozmdsfoLr.Bcyocafr.on.-TheBureauoflmmigrationmayrevoke

the Digital Nomad Visa upon the finding of any of these grounds:

a. Any information provided in the appfication was found to be fraudulent.

b. The holder finds employment in the Philippines during his/her stay.

c.TheholderviolatesanyPhilippinelaworisfoundtohavecommittedanycriminal

activity.

d. The holder no longer meets any of the qualifications estabfished in Section 4.

e. The holder breaches any of the terms or conditions provided in the visa.

SECTION8.Z}giv.£a/.ZvomadVJ.sa,Beer.sfer.-Aregisterofallindividualsissued

aDisttalNomadvisashallbemaintainedbytheBureauoflmmjgration,whichshal

contain such information as the Bureau may deem necessary.

SECTION 9.  4pprqum.zfr.oJ]s. - The amount necessary to  cover the initial

implementation of this Act shall be changed against the cuffent appropriations of

the Bureau of Immigration. Thereafter, such sums as may be necessary for the

continued implementation of this Act  shall be included in  the annual General

Appropriations Act.
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S;EC:ITOINuf).ImplelnentingRulesandRegulations.-W-idinnin€ty(90Dchys

fromtheeffectivityofthisAct,theBurcauoflmmigrationshalLinconsultationwith

the  appropriate stakeholders, issue  the  n]les  and  regulations necessary for  the

effective implementation of this Act.

SEC.TION 11. Separab!dr.gr Crazzse. - If any portion or provision of this Act is

dechred invahid  or unconstitutionaL other provisions not affected thereby shall

continue to be in full force and effect.

SECTION 12. RepcrfugcJazrsc. -Alllaws and parts of anylaw, order, mle and

regulationorpartsthereofincousistentwiththisActareheiebyrepealedoramended

accordingly.

SECTION 13. LEffecrfufy. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its

publication in the Official Gazette or in at least two (2) newspapers of general
circulation.
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