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Explanatory Note 

The 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that the State shall afford full 
protection to labor, local and overseas, organized and unorganized, and promote full 
employment and equality of employment opportunities for all. They shall be entitled 
to security of tenure, humane conditions of work, and a living wage.I 

"Waste workers" refer to persons engaged in the collection, transportation, 
processing, and disposal of solid waste, and includes garbage collectors, waste 
pickers, recyclers, and landfill and dumpsite workers. They play a vital role in solid 
waste management thereby avoiding the negative effects of hazardous waste, and 
contribute greatly in protecting the environment. Despite their importance, waste 
workers are some of the most under-appreciated and unprotected workers. 

This bill seeks to acknowledge the contribution of waste workers in our 
society by establishing and administering the Waste Workers' Health and Welfare 
Program designed to safeguard and promote their rights and welfare. The program 
will provide them with health coverage and benefits, occupational safety training, 
personal protective equipment, educational and financial assistance, and some other 
benefits. 

In view of the foregoing, the approval of this measure is urgently sought. 

1 Article XTII, Section 3, 1987 Constitution of the RepubHc of the Philippines 
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