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Explanatory Note 

Under the 1987 Philippine Constitution, the State recognizes the role of 
women in nation-building, and shall ensure the fundamental equality before the law 
of women and men (Article II, Section 14). This mandate requires the State to give 
women opportunities that will enhance their welfare and realize their full potential 
in nation-building. 

This bill seeks to advance the interest of Filipino women by providing 
avenues to enhance their entrepreneurial skills and to facilitate, preserve, and 
strengthen women's business enterprises and to ensure full participation by women 
in the free enterprise system. 

It will establish an Inter-agency Committee on Women's Business Enterprise 
primarily to promote, coordinate and monitor the plans, programs and operations of 
the departments and agencies of the Executive Branch which may contribute to the 
establishment, preservation and strengthening of women's business enterprise. 

Hence, the approval of this legislation is humbly sought. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Women's Business 
Enterprise Act". 

SECTION 2. Declaration of PoliciJ. - It is hereby declared the policy of the State to 

advance the interest of Filipino women by providing avenues to enhance their 
entrepreneurial skills and to facilitate, preserve, and strengthen women's business 
enterprises and to ensure full participation by women in the free enterprise system. 

SECTION 3. Definition of Tenns. - For purposes of this Act, the term: 

a) "Women-owned business" means a business that is at least 51 percent
owned by a woman or women who also control and operate it.
"Control" in this context means exercising the power to make policy
decisions. "Operate" in this context means being actively involved in
the day-to-day management;

b) "Women's business enterprise" means any women-owned business or
businesses or the efforts of a woman or women to establish, maintain
or develop such a business or businesses.

SECTION 4. Inter-agency Committee on Women's Business Enterprise. - There is 
hereby established an Inter-agency Committee on Women's Business Enterprise. 

a) Committee Chairperson. - The Chairperson of the Committee shall be
appointed by the President of the Philippines. The Chairperson shall be










