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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Quezon City, Metro Manila 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
Second Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. ___________ 

Introduced by Representatives EDCEL C. LAGMAN, SR., PABLO JOHN F. 

GARCIA, SAMUEL S. VERZOSA, JR., ZIAUR RAHMAN A. ADIONG, and 
ROBERT ACE S. BARBERS 

AN ACT 
AMENDING SECTION 47 OF COMMONWEALTH ACT NO. 613, OTHERWISE 

KNOWN AS THE “PHILIPPINE IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1940” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in the 
Congress assembled: 

Section 1. A new paragraph designated as Section 47 (c) is hereby 1 

inserted in Commonwealth Act No. 613, otherwise known as the “Philippine 2 

Immigration Act of 1940,” to read as follows: 3 

“Section 47. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, the 4 

President is authorized — 5 

(a) xxx xxx xxx 6 

(b) For humanitarian reasons, and when not opposed to the public7 

interest, to admit aliens who are refugees for religious, political, or racial 8 

reasons, in such classes of cases and under such conditions as he may 9 

prescribe. 10 

(C) HE MAY ALSO ADMIT ALIENS WHO ARE ENVIRONMENTAL11 

MIGRANTS FROM THE SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES IN THE 12 

PACIFIC, WHO SEEK PROTECTION FROM CLIMATE CHANGE-13 

RELATED HARM, IN SUCH CLASSES OF CASES AND UNDER SUCH 14 

CONDITIONS AS HE MAY PRESCRIBE.” 15 

16 

Section 2. Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). – The IRR 17 

Committee shall be composed of the Department of Justice, Department of 18 

Foreign Affairs, and Commission on Human Rights. The Secretary of Justice 19 

shall serve as the Chairperson, and the Commissioner of the Bureau of 20 

Immigration as the Secretariat.  21 

The members of the IRR Committee may designate their respective 22 

alternates whose acts shall be considered the act of their principals.  23 

The IRR Committee shall promulgate the IRR within ninety (90) calendar 24 

days from the effectivity of this Act. Any amendments to the IRR shall take effect 25 

fifteen (15) days after its complete publication in the Official Gazette or in a 26 

newspaper of general circulation.   27 
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Section 3. Separability Clause. – If any part or provision of this Act is 1 

held unconstitutional or invalid, the other parts or provisions not otherwise 2 

affected shall remain in full force and effect.  3 

 Section 4. Repealing Clause. – All laws, orders, rules and regulations, 4 

and other issuances, or parts thereof, which are inconsistent with this Act are 5 

hereby repealed, amended, or modified accordingly. ‘ 6 

 Section 5. Effectivity Clause. – This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days 7 

after its complete publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general 8 

circulation9 

 

 Approved,   


