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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Philippine Constitution is clear in declaring the importance of health especially 

among the vulnera ble sectors like women: 

"The State shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to health development 

which shall endeavor to make essential goods, health and other social services available to all the 

people at affordable cost. There shall be priority for the needs of the underprivileged, sick, 

elderly, disabled, women, and children. The State shall endeavor to provide free medical care to 

paupers."
1

The State likewise recognizes the role of women in nation-building such that the 

following declaration by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in the Philippines 

resonates with urgency: 

"No woman should die giving life. Yet every year 2,400 women and girls die in the 

Philippines from preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth. Eradicating 

preventable maternal deaths is a human rights imperative . . .  "2

According to a report quoting the UNFPA Philippines, in 2021, a total of 2,478 women 

died due to childbirth in the Philippines - more than double the 2019 figure of 1.458 women due 

to pregnancy-related complications or childbirth. UNFPA Philippines also noted that 14% of 

pregnant women in the country do not receive necessary medical care, including regular 

checkups during their pregnancy. One in 10 women is also unable to access health facilities nor 

assistance from skilled healthcare personnel during childbirth. 3
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