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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR FLEXIBLE WORK ARRANGEMENTS FOR PREGNANT 

WOMEN AND POSTNATAL MOTHERS 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Philippine Constitution recognizes the importance of the role of women in 
nation-building. 1 It also recognizes the need for the State to protect working women by providing 
them safe and healthful working conditions, taking into account their maternal functions, and 
such facilities and opportunities that will enhance their welfare and enable them to realize their 
full potential in the service of the nation.2 

In recognition of the challenges being faced by women during pregnancy and in rearing 
their children during the early stages of their development, this bill seeks to mandate the 
provision of a flexible work arrangements for pregnant women. The benefit extends to postnatal 
mothers, at least one year from the date of childbirth. The flexible work arrangements shall be 
agreed upon between the employer and employee, must not negatively affect individual and 
company productivity, and subject to certain parameters. 

Hence, I humbly request the swift passage of this bill. 
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