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TO ALL MENTAL HEAL TH DISORDERS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Explanatory Note 

Whereas, Article II, Section 15, of the 1987 Philippine Constitution 
provides: 

The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 
and instill health consciousness among them; 

Whereas, Article XIII, Section 11 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution further 
provides: 

The State shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to 
health development which shall endeavor to make essential goods, health and 
other social services available to all the people at affordable cost. There shall 
be priority for the needs of the underprivileged sick, elderly, disabled, 
women, and children. The State shall endeavor to provide free medical care to 
paupers; 

Whereas, finally, Republic Act No. 11036 or the Mental Health Act of 2018, 
established the Philippine Council for Mental Health, the highest policy-making 
body on mental health situation, and mandated the creation of a multi-sectoral 
strategic plan to address mental health status among Filipinos. 

In the Philippines, 3.3% of the population or around 3.3 million Filipinos live 
with depression, and suicide mortality rate is 3.2 per 100,000 population.1 

In order to address this seeming mental health crises among our population, 
this bill shall expand the coverage of the benefit package to include all mental health 
disorders and regardless of age group. The benefit package shall cover emergency 

l Mental Health Strategic Plan 2019-2023. Philippine Council for Mental Health. Accessed 7 Feb. 2023.
https:/ / doh.gov.ph/ sites/ default/ files/health_programs/Mental-Health-Strategic-Plan.pdf
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