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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The State shall protect the rights of subsistence fishermen, especially of local 
communities, to the preferential use of local marine and fishing resources, both 
inland and offshore. It shall provide support to such fishermen through appropriate 
technology and research, adequate financial, production, and marketing assistance, 
and other services.1 

Based on the Philippine Statistics Authority, fisherfolk had the highest 
poverty incidence in 2021 at 30.6%, followed by farmers at 30%, children at 26.4%, 
and individuals residing in rural areas at 25.7%. "These sectors had the highest 
proportion of individuals belonging to families with income below the official poverty 
thresholds compared to the other basic sectors," said the PSA.2 

The PSA noted that these are also the sectors with the recorded highest poverty 
incidences in 2015 and 2018. The PSA said that "significant increases" in the poverty 
incidence were recorded, the highest being in fisherfolk with an increase of 4.4 
percent, followed by children with 2.5 percent, persons aged 15 years and above with 
disability with 2.5 percent, and individuals residing in urban areas with 2.3 percent.3 

A lot of factors have contributed to this condition, such as lean, typhoon or 
calamities where fisherfolk have limited catch or could not fish altogether. These 
factors also include declarations of "closed season" by the Department of 
Agriculture's Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR) during which 
the taking of specified fishery species by a specified fishing gear is prohibited in a 
specified area or areas in Philippine waters, the purpose of which is to prevent 
overfishing and overexploitation of our marine resources. While this is laudable, a 
right balance must be considered in order alleviate the condition of our fisherfolk. 

1 Section 7, Article XIII, 1987 Philippine Constitution 
2 https:/ / newsinfo.inquirer.net/17 48408 / fisherfolk-farmers-rural-communities-poorest-in-2021-psa-data 
3 Ibid 
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