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A RESOLUTION 
URGING THE APPR OPRIATE COMMITTEE OF  THE HOUSE OF  
REPRESENTATI VES TO CONDUC T AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF 
LEGISLATION, INTO THE LANDSLIDE IN DAVAO DE ORO RESULTING 
MASSIVE DEATHS DESPITE THE NO BUILD ZONE IMPLEMENTED IN THE 
AREA, AND REVIEWING EXISTING LAWS REGULATED BY THE MINES AND 
GEOSCIENCES BUREAU 

WHEREAS, a devastating landslide occurred in the gold mining village of Barangay 
Masara in the municipality of Maco, Davao de Oro, resulting in the loss of 54 lives, 63 
people remaining missing, numerous injuries, and countless homes buried;1 

WHEREAS, while the landslide was caused by sustained heavy rainfall, the affected 
area of Masara is notably the location of and within the vicinity of large-scale mining 
firms and small-scale mining operations; 

WHEREAS, the affected area was designated as a "no build zone" due to its 
susceptibility to landslides and other geological hazards, as per the regulations 
enforced by the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB);2 

WHEREAS, devastating landslides have hit the province of Davao de Oro, including 
the gold-rush villages of Napnapan in 2012 and 2015, and the village of Diwalwal in 
2005 to 2007 and earlier this year; 

WHEREAS, despite the implementation of the "no build zone" policy, numerous 
residential structures and establishments were erected within the prohibited area, 
contributing to the heightened risk and severity of the landslide incident; 

WHEREAS, it is imperative to investigate the circumstances surrounding the landslide, 
including the factors that led to the violation of the no build zone policy and the 

1 Death toll in Davao de Oro landslide climbs to 54, Faith Argosino, 08:11PM February 11, 2024 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1902692/death-toll-in-davao-de-oro-landslide-climbs-to-56
2 Masara landslide area a no-build zone since 2008, Diana Lyhd Suelto, 12:00AM February 11, 2024 
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2024/02/11/2332485/masara-landslide-area-no-build-zone-2008
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