




Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City, Metro Manila 

TWENTIETH CONGRESS 
1'1 Regular Session 

House Bill No. _1_9_�_ 

Introduced by Representatives EDVIC G. YAP 

AN ACT 

ESTABLISHING THE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR WATER RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT AND CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER 

RESOURCES AND THE WATER REGULATORY COMMISSION, DEFINING 

THEIR MANDATES, POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND APPROPRIATING 

FUNDS THEREFOR 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

SECTION 1. Short Title. This Act shall be known as the "National Water 
Act." 

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. - Access to water is a basic human right. All 
water belongs to the State which shall govern its development and utilization for 
the people. 

It is hereby declared the policy of the State to ensure the provision of safe, 
adequate, affordable, and sustainable water supply and improved sanitation 
services, while maintaining the protection, preservation, and revival of the quality 
of the country's water resources and ecological balance. 

In pursuit of this policy, this Act shall have the principal objective of ensuring 
and accelerating universal access to water supply and sanitation services, in a 
regulatory regime that encourages responsible private sector participation, and 
shall foster and prioritize the establishment of infrastructure and public works that 
adopt innovative solutions and international best practices to address the 
challenges of climate change. Further, all water and water treatment infrastructure 
projects are hereby declared as projects imbued with national interest. 

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. - As used in this Act: 

a. Bulk water supplier refers to any entity, natural or juridical, whether public
or private, supplying or intending to supply large quantities of raw or
treated water to buyers who will use these for their own consumption,
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