




Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Introduced by Representative Jaime R. Fresnedi 

AN ACT 

DEFINING THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY IN JAILS AND 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES, AND PROVIDING FUNDS FOR THEIR
ENFORCEMENT 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of'the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

Section I. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Dixnity for Women Deprived of 
Liberty Act. " 

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. - It is hereby declared the policy of the State to safeguard 
the basic rights of every person deprived of liberty, taking into account the distinctive needs of 
women, and to promote their health, security, dignity, and general welfare. 

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. -As used in this Act: 

a) Woman deprived of liberty refers to a woman detainee, inmate, or prisoner, or
other women under confinement or custody in any other manner. However, in order to 
prevent labeling, branding, or shaming by the use of these or other derogatory words, this 
new and neutral term shall be used in accordance with Article IO of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); 

b) Jails and correctional facilities refer to every municipal, city, and district jails
under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP); the 
various provincial jails under their respective provincial governments; and the 
correctional facilities under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Corrections (BOC), which 
are charged with the custody or reformation of women deprived of liberty incarcerated 
therein; 

c) Jail and correctional facility employee refer to any person employed by a jail or
correctional facility, which includes, but is not limited to, the uniformed personnel of the 
BJMP as enumerated in Section 12 of Republic Act No. 9263 (RA 9263) or the 
"Professionalization of the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) and the uniformed 
personnel of the BOC as enumerated in Section 19 of Republic Act No. 10575 (RA 
I 0575) or the "Bureau of Corrections Act of 2013 "; 
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