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AN ACT 

PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 

GENDER IDENTITY OR EXPRESSION, AND SEX CHARACTERISTICS (SOGIESC) 

AND PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREFOR 

Stigma and discrimination are the Scylla and Charybdis of human rights. They devalue human 
dignity, deny basic rights, and negate freedoms. They make people feel they are less and unworthy 
despite living full lives contributing to society. 

This cry for equality and human dignity leads to this proposed legislation. The SOGIESC Equality 
Bill addresses historical prejudice against the LGBTIQA community. It echoes the state policy 
provided in the 1987 Philippine Constitution (Article II, Section 11) that values the dignity of 
every human person and ensures full respect for human rights. It follows and expands the UN 
Human Rights Committee Decision in Toonen v Australia which applies the Equal Protection 
Clause to persons of diverse sexual orientation and gender identity or expression and sex 
characteristics (SOGIESC). It essentially guarantees fundamental equality before the law. 

This statement of policy is aligned with our international commitments to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDA W). 
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