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AN ACT 
ESTABLISHING INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY HUBS 

NATIONWIDE 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Philippines gained some headway in economic performance in recent years. The 
government must now sustain the high economic growth and achieve inclusive growth for the 
people. Broadband internet access is an effective tool in these tasks in a globalized setting. 

Although statistically the Philippines access to fixed broadband technology is second 
to Singapore and has contributed to the improvement of its economy, broadband services have 
remained poor. It has the second slowest average download speed in Asia at 3.64 Mega bit per 
second (Mbps), next to Afghanistan at 2.5 Mbps. Further, there is a pressing concern to provide 
for an efficient interconnectivity especially in the unserved and underserved areas in our 
country. 

The approval of this bill will address this concern by establishing the Information and 
Communications Technology Hubs per province pursuant to the National Information and 
Technology (ICT) Plan to be formulated by the Department of Information and 
Communications Technology (DICT), and the national, provincial, city, or municipal spatial 
development plans, and geographical area and population considerations. 

During the 19th Congress, various measures on the subject matters and was referred to 
the Committee on Information and Communications Technology. A TWG was created to draft 
a substitute bill and the same was finalized and submitted to the Committee on Appropriations 
for proper action. Due to time constraints, no further action was taken on it. This bill is an 
iteration of the aforesaid version, and it is filed for the consideration of the 20th Congress. 

Support for the enactment of this measure is earnestly requested. 
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