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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This bill seeks to promote the growth and development of the Philippine bamboo 

industry, make it more competitive in foreign markets, and enable it to become a major revenue 

and employment. It mandates the Philippine Bamboo Industry Council as the body that shall 

provide the overall policy and program directions of the bamboo industry and coordinate the 

activities of government bodies to ensure the success of the industry. It also provides incentives 

to investors in plantation development and bamboo processing factories. 

The development of the Philippine bamboo industry will also allow the propagation of 

the bamboo plant which could help us adapt to climate change, i.e., protect us against extreme 

weather events and disasters. Growing bamboo can reduce the sensitivity of ecosystems and 

help to rehabilitate degraded lands. With its specially adapted roots that grow along the surface 

of the soil, called rhizomes, bamboo spreads slowly outward from the original planting. These 

are called clumping bamboos. On the other hand, non-clumping or running bamboo has long 

rhizomes that can send up new shoots many feet from the original planting. These may 

minimize the impact of gusty winds during storms. Studies indicate that bamboo can sequester 

more carbon than comparable fast growing trees. Bamboos likewise show that it has the 

potential to grow on degraded land; as such bamboo offers an option to be included in 

afforestation or reforestation schemes. 
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