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AN ACT 

ENSURING THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF FUNDAMENTAL EQUALITY BEFORE THE 

LAW OF WOMEN AND MEN, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE ARTICLES 14, 96, 124,211 

AND 225 OF EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 209 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE FAMILY CODE 

OF THE PHILIPPINES 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The constitutional provision which seeks to establish fundamental equality of men and women 

before the law must be realized in existing statute books. It considers women as important partners 

in the achievement of national development goals. As such they must be treated equally with their 

male partners in the eyes of the law. 

Presently, however, certain provisions of the Family Code are burdened with inequities that 

directly hamper the realization of this constitutional provision. 

This proposed bill enumerates pertinent provisions in the Code which will hinder the effective 

implementation of gender equality under Section 14, Article II of the Constitution. 

These provisions were likewise classified as discriminatory to women in Section 15 of the 

Implementing Rules and Regulations of the Magna Carta for Women of R.A. No. 9710. Section 12 

of this law mandates that the State should review and, if necessary, amend and/ or repeal existing laws 

that are discriminatory to women within the period of 3 years from the effectivity of the law on 15 

September 2009. Considering the lapse of time since its approval, these laws must now be amended. 

Moreover, this will protect and strengthen the institution of marriage and family life. 

This bill is an iteration of H.B. No. 11218 that consolidated various House Bills on 

fundamental equality before the law of women and men during the 19th Congress. The said measure 

was approved by the Committee on Women and Gender Equality and was in included in the plenary's 

Unfinished Business (Period of Sponsorship). Due to time constraints, it was not taken up by the body. 
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