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AN ACT 

REVERTING FISH PONDS WHICH HA VE BEEN UNUTILIZED OR ABANDONED 

FOR A PERlOD OF THREE (3) YEARS TO FOREST LANDS, AMENDING FOR THE 

PURPOSE SECTION 43 OF PRESIDENTIAL DECREE No. 705, OTHERWISE KNOWN 

AS THE "REVISED FORESTRY REFORM CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES" 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Environmental laws must be attuned to the demands of climate change as well as the 

socio- economic needs of the increasing number of people living in our communities. 

Presently, however, Presidential Decree No. 705, otherwise known as "The Revised 

Forestry Reform Code of the Philippines" requires that for the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources to revert fishponds with Fisheries Lease Agreements (FLAs) to forest lands 

the same must have been unutilized and abandoned for a period of five (5) years from the time 

it was release for such purposes. This period is deemed too long for such fishponds to be 

utilized for purposes other than that it was intended, such as using it for mangrove propagation 

to address the devastating effects brought about by climate change or for promoting eco­

tourism activities to jumpstart the economy of communities wanting in socio-economic 

development. 

To effectively implement the provision on the reversion of fishponds as well as the 

Fishpond Lease Agreements (FLAs) issued by the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

(BF AR) of the Department of Agriculture, covering fishponds, the DA should be mandated to 

prepare with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), a joint guidelines 

in determining abandoned, undeveloped or underutilized fishponds. 

This bill seeks to address these concerns. 
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