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AN ACT 
TO PROVIDE FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO ALL INDIGENT FILIPINOS, 

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE CHAPTER 5, TITLE III, BOOK IV OF EXECUTIVE 
ORDER No. 292, OTHER WISE KNOWN AS THE "ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1987" 

AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Free access to the courts and quasi-judicial bodies should be provided for all Filipino 
citizens. Adequate legal assistance should be granted to all those in need. Based on these 
constitutional principles the Public Attorney's Office was established to represent all indigent 
persons in civil, administrative and criminal cases. 

To enable the PAO to function pursuant to its mandate, it qualified "indigent" using the 
following parameters: l.) residents of Metro Manila whose family income does not exceed 
Pl4,000.00 a month; 2.) residents of other cities whose family income does not exceed 
P13,000.00 a month; and, 3.) residents of all other places whose family income does not exceed 
P12,000 a month. 

Considering that these parameters are no longer realistic and practicable under the 
present circumstances as these were based on poverty threshold data culled years ago, this bill 
seeks to re-define "indigent" persons for purposes of the PAO. 

This bill was filed during the 17th
, 18th and 19th Congresses, but due to time constraints 

no further action was taken on it. This is re-filed for the consideration of the 20th Congress. 

Support for the enactment of this proposed measure is earnestly requested . 
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