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AN ACT 

ENCOURAGING VOLUNTEERISM DURING EMERGENCIES BY 

PROTECTING VOLUNTEERS FROM LIABILITY 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Filipino people take immense pride in their distinctive traits, such as "Bayanihan," 

which embodies the spirit of selflessness and prioritizing the welfare of others above one's 

own. This cultural value is deeply ingrained in Filipino society, and is evident in the way 

Filipinos consistently lend a helping hand during times of need. 

Given the Philippines' geographical susceptibility to frequent catastrophes and natural 

disasters, a profound sense of volunteerism has emerged among Filipinos. Time and again, 

individuals step forward to help in charity work, relief operations, and even high-risk rescue 

efforts. These volunteers exert courageous and selfless acts without expecting anything in 

return 1, driven solely by a desire to help their fellow countrymen. 

However, while society recognizes and appreciates the heroic actions of these 

volunteers, their health and safety often remain at risk. In the absence of legal and medical 

protection, the lives of those who dedicate themselves to saving others remain vulnerable. 

For instance, in 2019, a news report highlighted the tragic deaths of a soldier and four 

volunteers who were part of the search and rescue teams during Typhoon Ondoy2
. These tragic 

1 https:/ /www.philstar.com/inbox-world/2009/10/18/514984/what-can-you-say-about-bayanihan-spirit­
filipino 
2 Over 100 killed and almost 340,000 affected by 'Ondoy' I GMA News Online
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