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 Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City, Metro Manila 

TWENTIETH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. _____ 

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE JURDIN JESUS M. ROMUALDO 

AN ACT 

AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9295 ENTITLED, 

“AN ACT PROMOTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF PHILIPPINE DOMESTIC 

SHIPPING, SHIPBUILDING, SHIP REPAIR AND SHIP BREAKING, ORDAINING 

REFORMS IN GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARDS SHIPPING IN THE

PHILIPPINES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 

“DOMESTIC SHIPPING DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2004” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 

assembled: 

SECTION 1. Section 8 of Republic Act No. 9295 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“Sec. 8. Deregulation of the Domestic Shipping Industry. – In order to ensure investments 

in the domestic ship operators and attract new investment from new operators and 

investors, domestic ship operators are hereby authorized to establish their own domestic 

shipping rates: Provided, that effective competition is fostered and public interest is served. 

HOWEVER, MARINA SHALL REQUIRE EXISTING AND NEW ENTRANTS IN THE 

DOMESTIC SHIPPING INDUSTRY PLYING TO SMALL ISLAND PROVINCES AND 

SMALL ISLAND DESTINATIONS TO SUBMIT ANY RATE INCREASE PROPOSAL 

TO THEIR OFFICE AND ALSO, TO THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN IN 

THE AREA OF ITS PORT OF CALL WITH REFERENCES AS TO THE BASIS FOR 

PROPOSING SUCH RATE INCREASE WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS PRIOR TO ITS 

TARGET DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION. 

WITHIN ONE WEEK FROM RECEIPT OF THE PROPOSAL THE RESPECTIVE 

SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN SHALL CONDUCT TWO CONSECUTIVE 

PUBLIC HEARINGS TO DETERMINE IF THE RATES BEING PROPOSED ARE NOT 

ONEROUS TO THE PUBLIC AND IF THERE IS NO COLLUSION AMONG 

EXISTING OPERATORS IN RATE SETTING. 

THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN SHALL SUBMIT ITS 

RECOMMENDATION TO MARINA WITHIN ONE WEEK FROM THE LAST 

PUBLIC HEARING. THE MARINA ADMINISTRATOR SHALL CREATE AN 

ADHOC COMMITTEE TO BE CHAIRED BY THE DEPUTY ADMINISRATOR FOR 

OPERATIONS AND WITHIN TWO WEEKS FROM THE RECEIPT OF THE 

SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN RECOMMENDATION AND DETERMINE THE 

REASONABLENESS OF THE FARE INCREASE PROPOSAL AND THE 

CORRESPONDING RECOMMENDATION FROM THE SANGGUNIANG 

PANLALAWIGAN WHERE THE SHIPPING VESSELS ARE OPERATING. 
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