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AN ACT EXPANDING THE COVERAGE OF THE NATIONAL FEEDING 

PROGRAM TO INCLUDE SECONDARY SCHOOLS, AMENDING FOR THE 

PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11037 OR THE "MASUSTANSYANG PAGKAIN 

PARA SA BATANG PILIPINO ACT"

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Section 13, Article II of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that: "The

State recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building and shall promote and protect 

their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being." 

In fulfillment of this constitutional duty, the State enacted Republic Act No. 

11037, or the Masustansyang Pagkain Para sa Batang Filipino Act, which institutionalized 

a school-based feeding program (SBFP) for undernourished public kindergarten and 

elementary school children. Since its implementation, the program has demonstrated 

measurable benefits. A 2022 World Bank report reiterated that undernutrition costs 

the Philippines billions annually in lost human potential, and that investing in child 

nutrition is among the most cost-effective interventions a country can make. 

Local assessments echo these findings. A 2021 evaluation published in the 

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Development revealed that over 

85% of SBFP beneficiaries showed improved weight-for-age status by the end of the 

120-day feeding period. Similarly, a study by Jacutin and Espino (2020) in public

schools in Bulacan recorded significant improvements in attendance, classroom focus, 
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