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CHILDREN PROVIDING PROTECTIVE MEASURES, AND PRESCRIBING 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9262, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "ANTI-VIOLENCE 

AGAINST WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN" 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

On the occasion of International Women's Day in 2004, the Anti-Violence Against Women 
and Their Children Act was signed into law as Republic Act (R.A.) No. 9262. Since then, this 
law has provided protection and legal recourse for women subjected to various forms of 
violence, which it defines as: a) physical violence; b) sexual violence; c) psychological 
violence; and d) economic abuse. However, with the rapid spread of mobile technology, the 
increasing use of social media, and the expanding reach of the internet, electronic violence 
against women (EVAW) has emerged as a significant global issue. carrying potentially 
serious economic and societal consequences. 

In 2008, a video scandal involving well-known actress Katrina Halili made national 
headlines. During the trial concerning a complaint filed by Hali Ii against her former partner, 
Hayden Kho, for violating R.A. No. 9262, the arguments centered on whether the recording 
of their sexual encounter had been consensual and whether any law had been breached by the 
act of videotaping itself. This case, along with a similar scandal involving actress Rhian 
Ramos. exposed the apparent limitations of R.A. No. 9262 in addressing specific forms of 
violence committed by individuals with whom the victims had a sexual or dating relationship. 

Although the enactment of the Anti-Photo and Video Voyeurism Act of2009 (R.A. No. 9995) 
addressed certain aspects of these incidents, it did not incorporate the element of intimate or 
special relationships, which is central to R.A. No. 9262. Moreover, the internet and 
communication technologies can cause extensive damage and violence, which are often 
indelible. It is therefore concerning that R.A. No. 9262 does not explicitly acknowledge this 
evolving form of abuse, now recognized as electronic violence against women (EVAW). 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

SECTION 1. Section I of Republic Act No. 9262, otherwise known as the "Anti-Violence 
Against Women and Their Children Act of2004", is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"SECTION I. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the 'EXPANDED 
Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children [Act of2001] (E-VAWC) ACT'." 

SECTION 2. Section 3, paragraph (a) of Republic Act No. 9262, otherwise known as the 
"Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children Act of 2004", is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

"SECTION. 3. Definition of Terms. - xxx (a) xxx 

"A. XXX

"B.xxx 
"C. 'Psychological violence' refers to acts or om1ss1ons THAT MAY BE 
COMMITTED THROUGH PHYSICAL, VERBAL, EMOTIONAL, 
ELECTRONIC OR INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY (JCT) DEVICES OR OTHER MEANS causing or likely to cause 
mental or emotional suffering of [the ,ielin,) A WOMAN AND/OR HER 
CHILDREN such as fbttt 11ot li1nited to] intimidation, harassment, stalking, damage 
to property, public ridicule or humiliation, [,cl"ettted) verbal abuse and marital 
infidelity. It includes THE ACT OF causing or [11llw;iing the vieliffl) COERCING A 
WOMAN AND/OR HER CHILDREN to witness the physical, sexual or 
psychological abuse of a member of the family to which the [,ielim belongs) 
WOMAN AND/OR HER CHILDREN BELONG [s), or to witness pornography in 






















