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Introduced by Representative Jude A. Acidre and Andrew Julian 
Romualdez 

AN ACT 
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8292, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
"THE HIGHER EDUCATION MODERNIZATION ACT OF 1997," TO 
STRENGTHEN THE GOVERNANCE OF STATE UNIVERSITIES AND 
COLLEGES BY REVISING THE COMPOSITION AND POWERS OF 
THEIR GOVERNING BOARDS, CLARIFYING THE ROLE OF THE 
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, AND GRANTING 
DIFFERENTIATED AUTONOMY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Philippines recognizes that a robust and accessible higher education 

system is vital for national development, economic competitiveness, and social 

mobility. Republic Act (R.A.) No. 8292, or the Higher Education Modernization 

Act of 1997, was enacted to modernize and strengthen the country's State 

Universities and Colleges (SUCs) by granting them greater academic, fiscal, and 

administrative autonomy. However, nearly three decades since its enactment, the 

original law faces several challenges that hinder the full realization of its goals. 

These include insufficient funding, bureaucratic hurdles, and a lack of clear 

governance structures that prevent SUCs from fully exercising their mandated 

autonomy. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines 
in Congress assembled: 

SECTION 1. Section 2 of the Republic Act No. 8292, otherwise known as the 

"Higher Education Modernization Act of 1997" is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

"SEC. 2. Declaration of policy. - It is the declared policy of the State to 

establish, maintain, and support a complete, adequate and integrated system of 

education relevant to the needs of the people and society. Towards this end, the 

composition of the governing boards of chartered state universities and colleges 

is hereby modified in order to: 






































