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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

“Seek the peace of the city… for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.” 

- Jeremiah 29:7

Urban areas have grown rapidly in the past decades, drawing millions in search of employment 
and better opportunities. This growth, however, has not always been matched by adequate 
planning and infrastructure. Many cities face recurring challenges such as housing shortages, 
congested streets, limited public transport, vulnerability to disasters, and the expansion of 
informal settlements. These pressures strain local resources and place the greatest burden 
on low-income families and other vulnerable groups. 

As a signatory to the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 
Philippines has committed to shaping cities and communities that are inclusive, safe, resilient, 
and sustainable. The principles of Sustainable Development Goal 11 offer a clear direction, 
yet many local governments lack the technical structures and long-term planning tools 
necessary to fully operationalize these commitments. 

Local experiences also show the value of sustained, people-centered planning. In Taguig, 
Bonifacio Global City stands as a model for sustainable urban development, with walkable 
street networks, well-managed open spaces, and community-centered mobility projects. The 
city complements this with investments in socialized and affordable housing, expanded 
primary healthcare facilities, and accessible social services across barangays. Taguig’s zero-
waste initiative and the Taguig City Integrated Urban Farm further advance sustainability by 
promoting urban gardening and farming, improving access to fresh produce, reducing 
environmental impact through local food production, and creating opportunities for community 
learning and participation. 

These examples demonstrate how integrated housing, healthcare, mobility, environmental 
programs, and community involvement can create cities that are more livable, resilient, and 
inclusive—outcomes that this bill seeks to enable across all LGUs. 

The proposed measure establishes a national framework for sustainable cities and 
communities. It defines the key components of a sustainable locality, creates the position of 
Planning and Sustainable Development Officer in every city and municipality, and mandates 
the use of measurable indicators aligned with national priorities and global commitments. The 
bill also strengthens national government support for LGUs and provides incentives for those 
that meet sustainability milestones. 
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By institutionalizing these systems, this measure equips cities and municipalities to plan better, 
respond better, and build communities that are more resilient, inclusive, and prepared for the 
future. 

In view of the foregoing, the early passage of this bill is earnestly sought. 

JORGE DANIEL S. BOCOBO 
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AN ACT 
PROVIDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES 

IN THE COUNTRY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

Section 1. Short Title. – This Act shall be known as “Sustainable Cities and Communities 
Act.” 

Sec. 2. Declaration of Policy. – The 1987 Constitution mandates the undertaking of an urban 
land reform and housing program that provides decent, affordable housing, and basic services 
to underprivileged and homeless citizens in urban centers and resettlement areas, while also 
ensuring access to employment opportunities. 

Pursuant thereto, it is hereby declared the policy of the State to make cities safe and 
sustainable by ensuring access to safe and affordable housing and upgrading slum 
settlements. 

The State shall likewise invest in public transport, create green public spaces, and improve 
urban planning and management in a way that is both participatory and inclusive. 

Sec. 3. Model for Sustainable Cities and Communities. – All cities and communities shall 
transition into sustainable cities and communities. A sustainable city or community shall have 
the following: 

a) Affordable housing;
b) Accessible healthcare services and facilities;
c) Accessible social services to all, especially the vulnerable and disadvantaged;
d) Child care facilities, youth centers, centers for senior citizens and other sectors;
e) Urban planning and infrastructure that enhances resilience to natural disasters and

climate change;
f) Inclusive design and services that respect cultural, gender, and ability diversity;
g) Efficient, accessible, and affordable public transport system;
h) Alternative means of transportation, other than private and public vehicles, such as by

walking, biking, and other eco-friendly and non-motorized modes;
i) Safe, accessible, and enjoyable areas of open space;
j) Preference for use of renewable resources;
k) Waste management system, where circular economy practices are adopted to

minimize waste, and encourage reuse and responsible production and consumption;
l) Systems and regulations to ensure clean air and safe, potable water;
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m) Capacity for local food production, through but not limited to urban farming and the 
creation of community gardens; 

n) Energy efficient homes; 
o) Strong community linkages to deal with issues such as peace and order; and 
p) Access to sports and cultural activities. 

 
Sec. 4. Indicators. – The Department of Economy, Planning, and Development (DEVDep), 
taking into consideration SDG 11 of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, shall set targets based on the following indicators to determine if a city or 
community has fully transitioned into a sustainable city or community: 

a) Urban population living in slums – measured by the proportion of urban population 
living in slums, informal settlements or inadequate housing; 

b) Public transport access – measured by the proportion of the population that has 
convenient access to public transport, with data disaggregated by sex, age, and 
persons with disabilities; 

c) Sustainable urbanization rates – measured by the ratio of land consumption rate to 
population growth rate; 

d) Urban planning management – measured by the proportion of cities with a direct 
participation of civil society in urban planning and management that operate regularly 
and democratically; 

e) Protecting cultural heritage – measured by the total public and private expenditure per 
capita spent on the preservation, protection, and conservation of all cultural and natural 
heritage; 

f)  Deaths and injuries from natural disasters – measured by the number of deaths, 

missing persons, and directly affected persons attributed to disasters per 100,000 
population; 

g) Economic losses from natural disasters – measured by the direct economic loss 
relative to global Gross Domestic Product, the extent of damage to critical 
infrastructure, and the number of disruptions to basic services, all attributed to disaster 
events; 

h) Solid waste management – measured by the proportion of total urban solid waste that 
is regularly collected and managed through appropriate final disposal practices; 

i) Urban air pollution – measured by the annual mean levels of fine particulate matter; 
j) Open spaces in cities – measured in terms of average share of the built-up area of 

cities that is open space for public use, with data disaggregated by sex, age, and 
persons with disabilities; 

k) Safe spaces in cities – measured by the proportion of individuals, with data 
disaggregated by sex, age, disability status, and location, who have experienced any 
form of harassment within the past 12 months; 

l) Urban and regional planning – measured by the proportion of population living in cities 
that implement urban and regional development plans integrating population 
projections and resource needs by the size of city; 

m) Integrated disaster risk management – measured by the adoption and implementation 
of national disaster risk reduction strategies; 

n) Local disaster risk management – measured by the adoption and implementation of 
local disaster risk reduction strategies in line with national disaster risk reduction 
strategies; and 

o) Such other targets based on indicators to be determined by the DEVDep, consistent 
with the model of sustainable cities and communities provided in Section 3 of this Act. 
 

Sec. 5. Planning and Sustainable Development Officer. – 
a) Each city and municipality shall appoint a Planning and Sustainable Development 

Officer, with the following qualifications: 
i) A citizen of the Republic of the Philippines; 
ii) A resident of the city or municipality where he/she will be appointed 



iii) Possesses good moral character;  
iv) Holder of a college degree preferably in urban or environmental planning, 

development studies, economics, public administration, or any related course 
from a recognized college or university; 

v) First grade civil service eligible or its equivalent; and  
vi) Acquired at least five (5) years' experience in development planning or in any 

related field. 
b) The Planning and Sustainable Development Officer shall take charge of the Planning 

and Sustainable Development Office, and shall: 
i) Formulate and integrate economic, social, physical, and other development 

plans and policies for consideration of the city or municipality that will detail 
their transition to sustainability, taking into account the qualities for a model 
sustainable city or 

ii) community, as provided in Sections 3 and 4 of this Act; ii) Ensure that the 
principles of inclusivity, resiliency and sustainability are integrated in local 
development plans and policies, which shall include the review and adoption of 
policies that seek to achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals and other similar targets identified by the national government and the 
people of the city or municipality; 

iii) Apply the concept and methodologies of futures thinking, which takes a long-
term, multi-perspective approach to consider different outcomes, conduct 
continuing studies, research, and training programs necessary to evolve and 
innovate plans and programs for implementation, with the goal of achieving the 
city or municipality's desired future; 

iv) Integrate and coordinate all sectoral plans and studies undertaken by the 
different functional groups or agencies; 

v) Monitor and evaluate the implementation of different development programs, 
projects, and activities in the city or municipality in accordance with the 
approved development plans; 

vi) Prepare comprehensive plans and other development planning documents for 
the consideration of the local development council; 

vii) Analyze the income and expenditure patterns, and formulate and recommend 
fiscal plans and policies for consideration of the finance committee of the city 
or municipality, as provided under the Local Government Code of 1991, as 
amended; 

viii) Promote people's participation in development planning within the city or 
municipality; and 

ix) Exercise supervision and control over the secretariat of the local development 
council. 

c) The Planning and Sustainable Development Officer shall also exercise such other 
duties and functions and perform other powers as provided for under the Local 
Government Code of 1991, as amended, and those that are prescribed by law or 
ordinance. 
 

Sec. 6. Support from the National Government. – The Department of Interior and Local 
Government (DILG) shall provide the necessary technical assistance and resource 
augmentation to Local Government Units (LGUs) to assist them in transitioning into 
sustainable cities and communities. 
 
The DEVDep and other related agencies are also hereby mandated to extend 
the necessary support and provide relevant input towards the effective implementation of this 
Act. 
 
Sec. 7. Incentives for Transitioning into Sustainable Cities or Communities. – LGUs 
shall, as far as practicable, transition existing local government offices and facilities to 



accommodate sustainable infrastructure and more sustainable practices such as the use of 
solar panels, rainwater harvesting, use of sustainable building materials, and enhanced 
ventilation and insulation, among others. New local government offices and facilities shall be 
constructed with a focus on sustainability. 
 
LGUs shall likewise transition, as far as practicable, to paperless transactions in their 
operations, without compromising the quality and timely delivery of services. LGUs shall also 
encourage private establishments within their jurisdiction, through monetary or non-monetary 
incentives, to transition to and adopt more sustainable infrastructure and practices. 
 
The DILG shall develop a grant or cash award incentive scheme for LGUs that are able to 
achieve their annual targets set by the DEVDep related to transitioning into sustainable cities 
and communities. 
 
Sec. 8. Authority to Enter into Contracts and Agreements. – LGUs are hereby 
authorized to enter into contracts or agreements and receive grants, as may be necessary for 
the attainment of the objective of this Act. 
 
Sec. 9. Repealing Clause. – All other laws, decrees, executive orders, presidential issuances, 
rules and regulations or any part thereof, which are inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed 
or modified accordingly. 
 
Sec. 10. Separability Clause. – If, for any reason or reasons, any part or provisions of this 
Act shall be declared or held unconstitutional or invalid, other provision or provisions hereof 
which are not affected thereby shall continue to be in 
full force and effect. 
 
Sec. 11. Effectivity. – This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in the 
Official Gazette or in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation. 
 
Approved, 


