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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The rapid urbanization and increasing population density in the Philippines have
led to a significant decrease in public green spaces, particularly at the barangay
(village) level, which is the grassroots administrative unit. Public green spaces,
such as parks, community gardens, and linear parks, are not mere aesthetic
features; they are essential urban infrastructure critical for public health,
environmental resilience, and social cohesion.

This Bill seeks to address this deficit by mandating the establishment and
maintenance of at least one accessible public green space in every barangay
nationwide. These spaces serve as vital environmental buffers by improving air
quality and mitigating urban heat through the absorption of carbon dioxide and
the release of oxygen and water vapor.

These public green spaces will also provide areas for recreation, exercise, mental
restoration, and stress reduction, thereby enhancing public health and well-
being. A safe common area for community bonding and civic activities will also
be created.

By institutionalizing the provision of green spaces, this Act ensures that all
citizens, regardless of their location or economic status, have access to the
numerous benefits provided by nature, thereby fulfilling the constitutional
mandate to "protect and advance the right of the people to a balanced and
healthful ecology."

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this Bill is earnestly sought.
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AN ACT MANDATING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF
PUBLIC GREEN SPACES IN EVERY BARANGAY, PROVIDING FUNDS
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Barangay Green
Spaces Act."

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. - It is the policy of the State to promote the
general welfare and ensure a balanced and healthful ecology in accordance with
the rhythm and harmony of nature. To this end, the State shall prioritize the
establishment, protection, and enhancement of public green spaces as essential
components of community infrastructure in every barangay.

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposes of this Act, the following terms
shall refer to:

a. Barangay: The basic political unit of the government.

b. Green Space: A publicly owned or managed area of land, including but
not limited to, parks, plazas, urban community gardens, linear parks, tree-lined
walkways, and designated open spaces, primarily covered with vegetation,
intended for public access, recreation, and environmental benefit.

c. Local Government Unit (LGU): The Province, City, Municipality, and
Barangay.



SEC 4. Mandate for Establishment. - Every barangay establish and
maintain at least one (1) accessible Public Green Space within its territorial
jurisdiction. The size and type of the Green Space shall be determined based on
the barangay's population density, land availability, and ecological profile, in
accordance with the implementing rules and regulations (IRR) of this Act.

SEC. 5. Responsibilities of Local Government Units. -

a. Barangay Council: Shall be responsible for the day-to-day management,
maintenance, security, and cleanliness of the established Green Space, including
the organization of community activities therein.

b. City/Municipal Government: Shall provide technical assistance,
financial support, and access to necessary land resources (e.g., unused public
lots, easements, or reclaimed areas) for the establishment and initial
development of the Green Spaces. They shall also ensure the integration of the
Green Space mandate into their respective Comprehensive Land Use Plans
(CLUPs).

SEC. 6. Funding - The amount necessary to carry out the initial
implementation of this Act, including capacity building and technical assistance,
shall be sourced from the appropriations of the Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG) and the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR). Thereafter, a percentage of the annual National Tax Allotment
(NTA) of the concerned City and Municipal LGUs shall be allocated specifically
for the development and maintenance of Green Spaces. Barangay Councils shall
likewise allocate a portion of their annual budget for this purpose.

SEC. 7. Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). - Within ninety (90)
days from the effectivity of this Act, the DILG, in consultation with the DENR,
the League of Provinces, Cities, and Municipalities, and relevant non-
governmental organizations, shall promulgate the necessary rules and
regulations to implement the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 8. Penalties and Incentives. -Barangays that successfully implement
and maintain their Green Spaces shall be eligible for performance-based grants
and incentives from the National Government. Failure to comply with the
provisions of this Act without justifiable cause, as determined by the DILG, shall
subject the concerned Barangay officials to appropriate administrative
sanctions.

SEC. 9. Separability Clause. - If any provision of this Act is declared invalid
or unconstitutional, the remaining provisions not affected thereby shall remain
in full force and effect.



SEC. 10. Repealing Clause. - All laws, decrees, orders, rules, and
regulations, or parts thereof, inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are
hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SEC. 11. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its
publication in the Official Gazette or in at least two (2) newspapers of general
circulation.

Approved,



