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Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City, Metro Manila 

TWENTIETH CONGRESS 
First Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. __ _ 

Introduced by 
LONE DISTRICT OF DINAGAT ISLANDS REPRESENTATIVE KAKA BAG-AO, 

AKBAYAN REPRESENTATIVES JOSE MANUEL TADEO "CHEL" I. DIOKNO, PERCIVAL V. 
CENDANA, and DADAH KIRAM ISMULA 
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AN ACT 
STRENGTHENING THE BARANGAY HEALTH CARE SYSTEM BY MANDATING THE 

APPOINTMENT OF BARANGAY HEAL TH WORKERS AS REGULAR MUNICIPAL OR CITY 
EMPLOYEES, ELEVATING THEIR STATUS FROM VOLUNTEERS TO REGULAR 

EMPLOYEES, PROVIDING FOR THEIR COMPENSATION, BENEFITS, AND SECURITY OF 
TENURE, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR 

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in 

Congress assembled: 

SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "BHW Employment and 

Professionalization Act." 

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. - It is the policy of the State to protect and promote the 

right to health of the people (Art. II, Sec. 15, 1987 Constitution). Recognizing Barangay 

Health Workers (BHWs) as the backbone of the healthcare system, the State shall: 

6 (a) Guarantee Labor Rights and Tenure: Pursuant to the Constitutional mandate

7 to protect the rights of all workers to security of tenure and a living wage (Art. 

8 XIII, Sec. 3), the State shall abolish the "volunteer" status of BHWs and grant 

9 them the status of regular public servants, ensuring protection against arbitrary 

10 removal and political displacement. 
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