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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The right to privacy of communication is a fundamental right guaranteed 
under the Constitution. Consistent with this protection, Republic Act No. 4200, 
otherwise known as the Anti-Wiretapping Law, generally prohibits the interception 
and recording of private communications, except in narrowly defined 
circumstances and only upon prior judicial authorization. 

However, developments in criminal activity, particularly the increasing 
sophistication, organization, and transnational nature of illegal drug operations, 
have posed serious challenges to effective law enforcement. Drug syndicates now 
rely heavily on encrypted communications, layered intermediaries, and covert 
coordination methods that make conventional investigative techniques insufficient 
to uncover the full scope of their operations and to identify their principal actors. 

While existing laws provide strong penalties against illegal drugs, the 
absence of authority to intercept communications—under strict judicial 
supervision—has limited the capacity of law enforcement agencies to gather timely 
and decisive evidence against large-scale drug syndicates. This limitation is often 
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exploited by organized criminal groups to evade detection, prosecution, and 
conviction. 

This bill seeks to address this gap by amending Section 3 of Republic 
Act No. 4200 to include violations of Republic Act No. 9165, otherwise known 
as the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002, among the offenses for 
which court-authorized wiretapping may be allowed. The proposed amendment 
does not weaken the safeguards under the Anti-Wiretapping Law. Judicial 
authorization, probable cause, necessity, and the absence of other effective 
investigative means remain indispensable requirements. 

By allowing narrowly tailored, court-approved interception of 
communications in serious drug cases, this measure aims to strengthen 
intelligence-gathering, enhance evidence-based prosecution, and improve the 
State’s capacity to dismantle organized drug networks—while fully respecting 
constitutional rights and due process. 

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly 
sought. 

REP.  ANN MATIBAG 
First District, Laguna 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines 
in Congress assembled: 

Section 1. Section 3 of the Republic Act 4200 is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

"Nothing contained in this Act, however, shall render it unlawful or 
punishable for any peace officer, AND LAW ENFORCER, who is authorized by a 
written order of the Court, to execute any of the acts declared to be unlawful in the 
two preceding sections. In cases involving the crimes of treason, espionage, 
provoking war and disloyalty in case of war, piracy, mutiny in the high seas, 
rebellion, conspiracy and proposal to commit rebellion, inciting to rebellion, 
sedition, inciting to sedition, kidnapping as defined by the Revised Penal code, 
VIOLATIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT 9165, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
COMPREHENSIVE DANGEROUS DRUGS ACT OF 2002, and violations of 
Commonwealth Act No. 616, punishing espionage and other offenses against 
national security: Provided, that such written order shall only be issues or granted 
upon written application and the examination under oath or affirmation of the 
application and the witnesses he may produce and a showing: (l ) that there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that any of the crimes enumerated hereinabove 
has been committed or is being committed or is about to be committed: Provided, 
however, that in cases involving offenses of rebellion, conspiracy and proposal to 
commit rebellion, inciting to rebellion, sedition, conspiracy to commit sedition, and 
inciting to sedition, such authority shall be granted only upon prior proof that a 
rebellion or acts of sedition, as the case may be, have actually been or are being 
committed; (2) that there are reasonable grounds to believe that evidence will be  
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obtained essential to the conviction of any person for, or to the solution of, or to 
the prevention of, any such crimes; and (3) that there are no other means readily 
available for obtaining such evidence." 

Section 2. All laws inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby 
repealed or amended accordingly. 

Section 3. This Act shall take effect upon fifteen (15) days after its complete 
publication in the Official Gazette or in at least two (2) newspapers of general 
circulation, whichever comes earlier. 

Approved, 


