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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Food is one of the most enduring expressions of a nation’s culture. In the Philippines, 

cuisine reflects centuries of interaction among indigenous knowledge systems, agricultural 

biodiversity, colonial histories, and contemporary innovation. Filipino foodways—recipes, 

ingredients, techniques, and rituals—form part of the nation’s intangible cultural heritage, yet 

remain largely under-documented, under-protected, and underutilized as a tool for education, 

rural development, and nation branding. 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

affirms that food traditions are central to community identity and continuity and has actively 

promoted culinary heritage as part of sustainable cultural tourism, particularly in Southeast 

Asia1. In the Philippines, government and industry data indicate that approximately 17% of 

tourist spending is allocated to food and beverage, translating to an estimated PHP 694 billion 

in gastronomy‑related tourism revenue in 20252. Market projections show the Philippine 

culinary tourism sector growing at double‑digit rates over the next decade, underscoring the 

need for a coherent policy framework to safeguard authenticity while supporting growth.  

Moreover, the preservation of culinary heritage is inseparable from the protection of 

agricultural biodiversity. The Philippines is internationally recognized as a center of 

agrobiodiversity, home to thousands of heirloom rice varieties and indigenous crops 

maintained by small farmers and indigenous peoples. Studies on Cordillera heirloom rice 

demonstrate that these food traditions represent both cultural patrimony and economic 

potential, with estimated market values reaching over PHP 20 billion if adequately supported3. 

1 Cultivating a flavourful and sustainable future: UNESCO completes 
2 Philippines Culinary Tourism Market Size, Demand & Trends 2026-2036  
3 Preserving cultural heritage through the valorization of Cordillera heirloom rice in the Philippines - PMC 
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https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/cultivating-flavourful-and-sustainable-future-unesco-completes-seminar-culinary-tourism-south-east
https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/philippines-culinary-tourism-market
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7884355/
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Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

SECTION 1. Short Title - This Act shall be known as the "Philippine Culinary 1 

Heritage Act". 2 

Sec. 2. Declaration of Policy. — It is the policy of the State to instill patriotism and 3 

nationalism among the people, especially through the educational system, and to celebrate the 4 

culture and heritage of the country through the adoption of measures that will elevate its value 5 

and prestige. 6 

Sec. 3. Definition of Terms. — As used in this Act, the following terms shall mean: 7 

(a) Filipino cuisine — refers to the cuisines of the different ethnolinguistic groups or8 

regions in the country.9 

(b) Culinary heritage — refers to the recipes or dishes that forefathers or ancestors used10 

to cook or make, incorporating the origins of food-related activities of a cultural11 

group or region.12 

(c) Heirloom — refers to a valuable object that has belonged to an entity for several13 

generations.14 

(d) Heirloom food — refers to a horticultural variety that has survived for several15 

generations. May refer to a vegetable, fruit, or legume that was commonly grown16 

during earlier periods in human history, but which is not widely cultivated in large-17 

scale agriculture.18 
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