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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Baliwag, officially the City of Baliwag, is a component city composed of
twenty-seven (27) barangays in the Province of Bulacan. It was converted from
a municipality into a component city in 2022 by virtue of Republic Act No.
11929. Since its conversion, Baliwag has experienced rapid urbanization,
sustained population growth, and expanding commercial activity, resulting in
increased judicial activity within its territorial jurisdiction.

At present, the Municipal Trial Court in Cities (MTCC) of Baliwag
operates with only one branch despite a significant and steadily increasing
caseload. As of January 2026, the MTCC has a total of 342 active cases,
composed of 23 small claims cases, 6 ejectment cases, 10 regular civil cases, and
3 special proceedings cases. On the criminal side, the docket includes 79 cases
for violations of Batas Pambansa Blg. 22, 69 cases involving theft, unjust
vexation, and violations of P.D. No. 1602, 29 estafa cases, 25 physical injuries
cases, 20 imprudence cases, 6 adultery or concubinage cases, 3 acts of
lasciviousness cases, and 2 traffic-related violations.

When compared with other municipalities in Bulacan, which maintain
only 22, 34, or 45 docketed cases, Baliwag’s caseload is substantially heavier.
This disparity clearly demonstrates the inadequacy of the current single-branch
MTCC structure and highlights the urgent need for additional judicial capacity.

Accordingly, the creation of an additional MTCC branch is necessary to
decongest the court’s docket, improve efficiency in case disposition, and ensure
the prompt and localized administration of justice. This will also enhance access
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to justice for litigants from Baliwag City and its surrounding areas, in line with
the constitutional guarantee of speedy disposition of cases.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this measure is

earnestly sought.

A STINA DOM QUE “Ditse Tina” C. PANCHO
Representatiye, 2rd District of Bulacan
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“AN ACT
CREATING ONE (1) ADDITIONAL BRANCH OF THE MUNICIPAL TRIAL
COURT IN CITIES (MTCC) TO BE STATIONED IN THE CITY OF
BALIWAG, PROVINCE OF BULACAN, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE
SECTION 14(G) OF BATAS PAMBANSA BLG. 129, OTHERWISE KNOWN
AS “THE JUDICIARY REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1980,” AS AMENDED,
AND PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR”

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Establishment of Additional MTCC Branch. There shall be
one (1) additional branch of the Municipal Trial Court in Cities (MTCC) to be
stationed in the City of Baliwag, Province of Bulacan. The additional MTCC
branch shall be designated in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Supreme Court and shall exercise jurisdiction over cases within its territorial
jurisdiction.

SECTION 2. Notification and Implementation. The Supreme Court shall
be notified of the establishment of the additional MTCC branch in Baliwag City.
It shall issue the necessary rules, orders, and implementing guidelines for its
effective implementation.

SECTION 3. Operationalization and Personnel Appointment. The
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, in coordination with the Secretary of
Justice, shall include in the Judiciary’s program the operationalization of the
additional MTCC branch. Judges and court personnel shall be appointed in
accordance with existing laws and regulations.



SECTION 4. Appropriations. The funds necessary for the implementation
of this Act shall be charged against the appropriations of the Supreme Court.
Thereafter, such sums as may be necessary shall be included in the annual
General Appropriations Act.

SECTION 5. Separability Clause. If any provision of this Act is declared
invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 6. Repealing Clause. Section 29 of Batas Pambansa Blg. 129, as

amended, and all inconsistent laws, rules, and regulations are hereby amended
or modified accordingly.

SECTION 7. Effectivity. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after
publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation.

Approved,



