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The current state of provincial and sub-provincial jails undermines the principles enshrined in 

the 1987 Philippine Constitution, particularly Article II, Section 9, which mandates the State 

to promote a just and humane social order, and Article III (Bill of Rights), which prohibits 

cruel, degrading, and inhumane punishment. These conditions highlight the need for a unified 

and professional jail management system under the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology. 

To address these longstanding institutional deficiencies, the proposed measure seeks to 

centralize the control, supervision, and administration of all provincial and sub-provincial jails 

under the BJMP. By establishing a single national authority, the State can: 

• Enforce uniform standards in jail management

• Ensure professionalized and well-trained personnel by transferring control and

authority over provincial and sub-provincial jail to BJMP

• Improve accountability and monitoring systems

• Safeguard the rights and welfare of PD Ls

The Act also provides a structured transition period, ensuring that services are not disrupted, 

and guarantees the security of tenure and upskilling of affected personnel, in line with civil 

service laws and the Republic Act No. 9263. 

Ultimately, this measure responds to a pressing governance gap: the lack of a unified and 

competent jail system. By consolidating authority under the BJMP, the State moves toward a 

more efficient, humane, and constitutionally compliant correctional system, addressing long­

standing deficiencies that have affected both detainees and the justice system as a whole. 

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought. 

AUDREY KAY T. ZUBIRI 

Representative, 3rd District of Bukidnon 
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