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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Stunting remains among the most pressing human capital development concerns in 

the Philippines. The 2025 Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI) Updating Survey 

reported that 25.3 percent of Filipino children aged zero to 59 months suffer from stunting, 

reflecting an increase from the 23.6 percent prevalence recorded in 2023. These figures 

highlight the persistent challenge of chronic malnutrition and inadequate nutrition among 

young children. The current prevalence level continues to fall within the range classified by 

the World Health Organization as a high public health concern, emphasizing the need for 

stronger and more integrated interventions to address the root causes of stunting 1
• 

Moreover, stunting rates also remain significantly higher among poor households, 

rural communities, food-insecure households, and geographically isolated areas. Moreover, 

children from the poorest income quintile experience nearly three times the prevalence of 

stunting compared with children from the wealthiest households2
• 

While Republic Act No. 11148 or the "Kalusugan at Nutrisyon ng Mag-Nanay Act" 

and Republic Act No. 11037 or the "Masustansyang Pagkain para sa Batang Pilipino Act" 

provide critical nutrition interventions, malnutrition cannot be solved though feeding 

programs alone. The root causes include food insecurity, limited access to nutrient-dense 

foods, low agricultural productivity, inadequate dietary diversity, and weak linkages between 

local food production and nutrition programs. 

1 https://apmargin.org/child-stunting-philippines-2025/ 
2 https://www.unicef.org/philippines/reports/raising-bar 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled: 

SECTION 1. This Act shall be known as the "Local Food Security and Stunting 

Reduction Act of 2026." 

Section 2. It is hereby declared the policy of the State to: 

a. Protect and promote the right of every Filipino child to adequate, safe, nutritious,

and affordable food;

b. Prevent and reduce child stunting, chronic undemutrition, and micronutrient

deficiencies through nutrition-sensitive agriculture and food systems;

c. Strengthen local food production and food security as a strategy for improving

maternal and child nutrition;

d. Prioritize interventions during the first one thousand (1,000) days of life as a

critical period for child growth and development;

e. Support small-scale farmers, fisherfolk, agrarian reform beneficiaries, and

community-based food producers as partners in improving nutrition outcomes;

f. Foster convergence among agriculture, health, nutrition, education, social welfare,

and local government units (LGUs).
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