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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Philippines is steadily moving toward an aging society, with its senior citizen population 

projected to reach more than 11 million in 2025. According to the Philippine Statistics 

Authority, the country's elderly population is expected to double between 2035 and 20401
. This 

demographic shift underscores the urgent need for stronger, more responsive, and sustainable 

government programs that uphold the health, dignity, welfare, and overall well-being of older 

Filipinos. 

Article II, Section 9 of the 1987 Constitution mandates the State to promote a just and dynamic 

social order that enhances the quality of life of all Filipinos. Complementing this mandate, 

Article XV, Section 4 recognizes that while the family has the primary duty to care for its 

elderly members, the State may likewise provide support through just programs of social 

security and other appropriate interventions. 

In fulfillment of these constitutional mandates, Congress enacted Republic Act No. 9994, 

otherwise known as the Expanded Senior Citizens Act of 2010, which broadened the rights, 

privileges, and benefits of senior citizens by enhancing discounts, tax exemptions, healthcare 

assistance, and other forms of social protection. It also enacted Republic Act No. 11350, or the 

National Commission of Senior Citizens Act, which institutionalized a dedicated government 
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